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SERIES:  FAN THE FLAME 

III  ENDURE TO THE FINISH LINE 
2 Timothy 2:1-13 

 

RECAP 

REMEMBER YOUR ROOTS 

RISK EVERYTHING FOR THE GOSPEL 

THIS WEEK 

 

INTRO 

We are all aware of the Marathon races that Kenyans keep winning all over the 

world.  But did you know that several people join the Marathon knowing so well that 

they will not finish leave alone win.   But have you ever realized that in every 

marathon race, there are thousands of people racing but for various reasons?   

In fact some reasons are so interesting that one wonders why someone would think 

of waiting for a marathon in order to pass the message.   

>>>>>> 

Having exhorted Timothy to remain steadfast in the face of open hostility (1:6-8, 13, 14), 

Paul now exhorts Timothy to move forward in the battle of winning and making disciples.  Timothy 

(as well as each of us) is to become intimately involved in the life-changing march of God's truth as 

it invades generation after generation. 

What does it take to endure this race to the finish line?  Paul tells Timothy in this portion of 

Scripture that there are FOUR  commitments one has to make 

I  BE STRONG IN THE GRACE  (VV 1) 

 

2:1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

 

Vs. 1: This verse begins with one significant word, "You‖ .  By placing "you" at the beginning 

of the sentence Paul is adding emphasis to Timothy's responsibility.  During times of great stress 

and hardship we have an uncanny ability to rationalize away our responsibility to faithful 

discipleship.  Thus, like Timothy, we need to be strongly reminded that WE (not our money, 

prayer, etc.) are to be involved in the battle for conquering men's souls.  It is our "bodies" that 

God asks to be laid upon the altar of sacrificial service. (Rom 12:1)  

Timothy's responsibility in this verse is to "be strong." Note how this closely parallels his 

responsibility in 1:6-8.  Again we see that Timothy was not to be strong because of his own fleshly 

endurance.  He was to be strong "in the grace which is in Christ Jesus." The means with which 

Timothy was to run this marathon was and still is,  by God’s grace. 



Luke Jaoko@ NC WW 17th May.  Endure to the Finish Line    Page 2 of 15 
 

The same applies to us today.  We are to stand strong in the unmerited resurrection power 

"which is in Christ Jesus." He alone is strong enough and cares enough to give us His supernatural 

strength in order that we may weather the fierce storms of opposition and persecution. 

"He gives more grace when the burdens grow greater. 

He sends more strength when the labors increase, 

To added affliction He addeth His mercy, 

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace. 

When we have exhausted our store of endurance, 

When our strength has failed 'ere the day is half done;  

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources 

Our Father's full giving is only begun. 

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure. 

His power no boundary known unto men; 

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus 

He giveth and giveth and giveth again." 

The 2nd commitment to enduring the race is ….. 

II  BE FAITHFUL IN HANDING  OVER THE TRUTH (V 2) 

Vs. 2: And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses 

entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 

 

Having exhorted Timothy to be STRONG, Paul now exhorts him to be SPIRITUALLY FRUITFUL 

by passing on the truth through discipleship.   

This great verse contains three major sections, each dealing with a different time period.  

We see the PRECONDITION for discipleship, the PROCESS of discipleship, and the PRODUCT of 

discipleship.  

The PRECONDITION (past event).    "And the things that you have heard from me 

among many witnesses  . . . " 

We cannot pass on something which we don't possess.  Timothy was to  pass on the things 

which Paul had poured into him.  These "things" are the approximate equivalent to "the pattern of 

sound words" of 1:13 and "the good deposit" of 1:14.  The phrase "among many witnesses" is 

probably a reminder to Timothy of the trustworthiness and validity of his teaching.  One of the 

tests of trustworthy doctrine is that the teacher is willing to expound it publicly as well as privately.  
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Note how most of the cults refuse to do this but rather seek their converts through secret 

initiations.  

The significant point to be made here is that PREPARATION always precedes 

PRESENTATION. (Lk 1:80, 2:52).  Every man or woman God has used significantly has undergone a 

period of intense spiritual preparation.  Moses, Elijah, John the Baptist, and Paul among many others 

spent a significant amount of time being prepared by God before He sent them forth into divine 

service.  Thus we also must not neglect the time of our spiritual training and preparation.  It is only 

by allowing the spirit of God to hone and sharpen us that our lives will have the keen cutting edge 

which God can use in His skillful hand. 

The PROCEDURE ( present event): ".  .  . commit (entrust) these to faithful men  . . . " 

Timothy is to take what Paul has poured into his life and let it overflow into the lives of 

others.  There are two ultra-significant words in this clause which make or break the process or 

procedure  of discipleship. 

The first word to note is "commit" or ―entrust‖. This word means "to place in another's 

trust, to deposit.  The significant issue here is the way in which truth is transferred from one 

disciple to another.  It is not to be GIVEN AWAY but ENTRUSTED TO the faithful individual.  The 

eternal truths of God's matchless Word cannot be treated lightly, as though they were on an equal 

par with other interesting and valuable information.  God "upholds all things by the WORD of His 

power." (Heb. 1:3) And this same word is "living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged 

sword."(Heb. 4:12) Thus we ourselves must never forget or fail to communicate to others that the 

word of God is a "good deposit" for which God will call us into account one day.  And on that day 

the burning question will not be "How much did you know?" But "How fully do you obey what you 

knew?" That is why the great commission reads "Go . . . teaching them TO OBSERVE (i.e., obey) 

ALL THINGS THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU." (Matt 28:18-20) 

The second key word to note is "faithful". We are not to intensely involve ourselves in the 

depositing of God's eternal word into the lives of just any believer.  They must prove themselves 

worthy of this eternal investment.  God gives only one requirement, but it is crucial.  The 

requirement is FAITHFULNESS and it is the dividing line between mediocrity and excellence in 

Christian living.  It is important to note that the requirement is not eloquence, charisma, intellect, 

or natural giftedness.  These are the things that tend to capture our eye in Christian circles.  But 

the thing that captures God's eye is simply faithfulness, for there is no limit to the things God can 

do with and through a truly, faithful believer.   

John Wesley, the great English evangelist once said,  
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"If I had 300 men who feared nothing but God, hated nothing but sin, and were 

determined to know nothing among men except Jesus Christ and Him crucified; I would set 

the world on fire."  

The world is still reverberating from the effects of John Wesley's faithful ministry so many 

years ago.  And the same Holy Spirit which ignited Wesley's life is ready and waiting to ignite the 

life of any believer who is willing to pay the price of faithfulness.  Will you pay the price of supreme 

devotion to Christ and His work? Or will you settle for a life of mediocrity and complacency in 

regards to the things which will count for eternity? 

I remind you brothers and sisters that this is a season for you to FAN THE FLAME of 

your faith knowing that it is  a call  to ENDURE TILL THE FINISH LINE 

The Product (future event) ".  .  . who will be able to teach others also."  

Here is the end product of the process of discipleship.  If done properly, it will- breed 

warriors for the faith who will go forth to the battle for men's souls.  They themselves will be 

involved in equipping still other faithful warriors for the conflict.  And thus-the process of spiritual 

fruitfulness and multiplication is set in motion; a process which has the potential to fulfill the last 

command given to man before Christ's ascension, "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the 

nations  . . . " (Matt 28:18-20, Acts 1:8). 

It is important to note that those who "teach others" are to be "qualified‖. This means that 

untrained, unqualified believers should not be placed in teaching position.  So frequently believers 

are pushed into service today before they have had adequate training.  In our frantic pursuit for 

numbers and quantity, we often fill open slots with individuals who are not "able" or ready to fill 

them.  We do in our churches what no good businessman would do in his business - sacrifice 

quality for quantity.  God's method is just the opposite.  We need to focus on producing quality 

work and God will take care of the quantity.  A commitment to quality will ultimately produce 

quantity, but a commitment to quantity will ultimately produce mediocrity. 

The significance of II Timothy 2:1, 2 for our lives can hardly be overemphasized.  It is 

truly, "the life that lasts," for by it we give our lives to the things that last forever - the word 

of God and the souls of men.  Timothy was to make himself a bridge over which the word of 

God (the things you have heard . . . ) could invade the souls of men (entrust to faithful men).  

He was to be involved in setting off a spiritual avalanche; the force of which would be felt in 

generations far beyond his lifetime (II Tim. 1:12). 

How about you, my friend? Are you looking for something to give your life purpose and 

meaning? I submit to you that these two verses hold the key to unlocking that fullness and purpose 
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in life which you have been searching for so desperately.  By giving your life to the word of God and 

the souls of men you can experience that deep and utter satisfaction of knowing your life is being 

well spent; for the force of your life will still be felt long after your earthly body has disappeared 

from sight.  And like Abel, it will be said of you, "and . . . he, being dead, still speaks." 

(Heb. 11:4). 

So far,  this is what we have said…… 

Every true Christian wants to endure the marathon till the finish line.  

To endure, there is a person that you must be: Strong in grace (2:1).  

There is a task that you must do: Entrust the truth to other faithful believers (2:2).  

The 3rd commitment for enduring the race till the finish line is found in vv 3-7 ….. 

III  BE READY TO PAY THE PRICE   (VV 3-7) 

3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in 
civilian affairs-- he wants to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he 

does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6 The hardworking farmer 

should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you 

insight into all this. 

 

In these verses, Paul now describes what it takes to finish the marathon…. 

Vs. 3: …. Endure Hardship….  There is no such thing as costless spiritual service; WHY? 

For one cannot present his body as a living sacrifice without climbing the stairs of sacrifice and self-

denial which lead to the altar of total surrender.   

If Jesus Christ had advertised for workers, the announcement might have read something like this: 

“Men and women wanted for difficult task of helping to build My church. You will often be misunderstood, 

even by those working with you. You will face constant attack from an invisible enemy. You may not see the 

results of your labor, and your full reward will not come till after all your work is completed. It may cost you 

your home, your ambitions, even your life 

In this verse we meet the first of three illustrations which Paul uses to picture what it 

takes to endure the race till the finish line….. 

1. As a good soldier of Jesus Christ (vv3-4):  Timothy is to "take his share of rough 

treatment" (Kelly) in the battle for men's souls.  Many similarities between the soldier of Rome and 

the soldier of Christ can be readily seen.  Both have left the comforts and pleasures of everyday 

living in order to take their place in battle. (Eph 6:10-12.  Both have pledged their supreme 

allegiance to their commander and await His orders and interests. (II Tim 2:4).  Both lay their lives 

on the line in order to completely fulfill their commander's orders. (Matt 28:11-14).  And both live 
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in anticipation of a coming day in which all their sacrifice and suffering will be overwhelmingly 

compensated for as they enjoy the privileges afforded them by their faithful service. (II Tim. 2:12).  

Does that ring a bell?  At least it does to me and I recall the words of the Hymn…. 

"To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, 

Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then He'll call me someday, to my home far away, 

Where His glory forever I'll share." 

Vs 4: The imagery of the soldier is continued in order to focus in on one primary 

characteristic: SINGLEMINDEDNESS.  The Roman soldier was strictly forbidden to engage in 

civilian affairs during his time of service.   

The Roman code of Theodosius said, "We forbid men engaged on military service to 

engage in civilian occupations." James Freeman, an authority on Biblical customs writes, 

"The Roman soldier was expected to keep one thing in view, and only one: the service of his 

commander.  He was not allowed to marry, nor engage in agriculture, trade, or 

manufacturers.  He was a soldier and could not be anything else." 

Thus we see the strict single mindedness which was a characteristic of every good Roman 

soldier.  And it is this same wholehearted devotion to the interests of Christ which is to 

characterize every good soldier of the cross.  This is not to say that we are not to be INVOLVED 

in the affairs of every day living; but rather that we are not to be ENTANGLED in them.  The word 

for entangle was used often of a sheep whose wool was caught in the thorns.  This helps illustrate 

the main difference between INVOLVEMENT AND ENTANGLEMENT.   

One is entangled when he is not free to get loose! When the affairs of this life hem us 

in so tightly that we can't get loose to fulfill Christ's desires, then we have become entangled in the 

thorns of non-eternal pursuits.  How easy this can happen in the materialism and consumerism of 

our time!  Almost before we realize it, our souls are seduced away from the path of discipleship 

until we find ourselves entangled up in the allurements and pleasures of modern society.  We must 

continually resurrect in our minds the things which will still be standing long after the breath of 

God has swept all other non-eternal entities into oblivion. 

This seems like a heavy responsibility; yet it also carries with it a heavier reward: ". . . that 

he may please Him Who enlisted him as a soldier." What enjoyment or pleasure from this 

world could even hope to compare itself with the indescribably thrill and satisfaction of hearing the 

words, "Well done, you good and faithful servant. . . " coming forth from the lips of the One Who 
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breathed eternity into existence.  To hear those precious words and to see the Master's smile is 

certainly worth any sacrifice we may be called upon to make as a soldier of the cross. 

In our nation, we have some tribes that give us a good picture of soldiers:  Luhyias, 

Maasais, Turkanas, Meru, and the others….  Right? 

But did you know so many have quit the army?  Many have quit the faith so when we will be 

crossing the finish line, they will not be there?  How sad… 

Reasons why some people fall off the marathon: 

Let me share with you some of the things that make some people desert the Army of God .  

Here are top 10 reasons [project one point at a time] 

1.  Struggles of life -  Shida mob -  Whether they are BIG or small, struggles of life cause so many 

casualties in the Army 

2. Lies from the enemy –When you keep your focus from Jesus to the enemy (like Peter when walking 

on water) you will be a victim.  This is usually slow and gradual 

3. Unanswered Prayers- It is usually hard to deal with a NO or WAIT for an answer -  True or False? 

4. Indiscipline to the rules in the “Army”.  This is also called disobedience…. 

5. Lack of Support when wounded in the army:  When one is wounded and instead of support, 

colleagues in the army shoot their wounded 

6. When things are going so well for us:   we desert the Army for pleasures of life 

7. When we find ourselves in a spiritual wilderness -  we get isolated and become casualties to the 

enemy fire.  Never Walk alone – join an E- group NOW! 

8. Burn Out:  Some people forget that the race is a marathon and not a sprint – they burn out too 

soon! 

9. When we refuse to die to self -  the CIC demand complete obedience 

10. Complacency – when we get too “familiar” with the divine.  I call this the spirit of “been there – 

seen that – done that”.  

 

The 2nd metaphor …. 

2.  As An Athlete (v5):  Here we are greeted by the weary but victorious athlete whose 

efforts have been overwhelmingly rewarded by the victor's wreath atop his head.  The primary 

RESPONSIBILITY in view here is to "compete according to the rules".   

Every Athlete knows (or should know) the following…. 
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A.  You don’t win by accident.  The life of an athlete was very rigorous in ancient Rome and he 

underwent severe training just to compete in the various events.  All contestants were obliged to 

undergo intense preparation and training for 10-12 months prior to the competition.  This excerpt 

from Epictetus is instructive in this regard. 

"Would you be a victor in the Olympic games? So in good truth would I, for it is a glorious 

thing; but pray consider what must go before and what may follow, and so precede to the 

attempt.  You must then live by rule, eat what will be disagreeable, refrain from delicacies; 

you must oblige yourself to constant exercise at the appointed hour, in heat and cold.  You 

must abstain from wine and cold liquor; in a word, you must be as submissive to all the 

directions of your master as to those of a physician." 

B.  You must compete according to the rules.  The athlete must also compete "lawfully" lest 

he be disqualified after having run the race.  This should be a divine deterrent to our natural 

inclination to "take a short cut" when the race becomes difficult to run.  It is shorter and easier to 

run across the track, but taking the "easy way out" will disqualify us from the victor's crown.   

Yet many Christians, even Christian leaders, think that they have a special exemption that 

allows them to disobey God’s Word and yet expect His blessing. But it doesn’t work that way! To 

put it bluntly, men, you can’t engage in mental lust or look at pornography and then pray, ―Lord, 

keep my children morally pure.‖ You can’t cheat in your business and ask God to bless it. 

C.   You compete to win a prize:  The reward once again far outweighs the responsibility.  The 

weary athlete is summoned before the judgment seat and there is crowned with the victor's 

wreath.  All his sacrifice and suffering is overwhelmingly compensated for in that brief moment of 

glory.   

We have so many tribes in Kenya who understand what it means to be a committed athlete:  Kales,  

Luos,  Luhyias, and others… 

For us, however, the reward will be a crown which is "imperishable," and does not fade with 

the passing of time. (I Cor. 9:25) It is also a crown which comes not from human judges, but from 

the King of kings and Lord of lords.  No earthly crown or trophy can possibly come close to 

matching the value of this heavenly crown.  Thus the eternal thrill of the most important of all 

victories will immeasurably repay the sacrifice and suffering which comes to all who KNOW and 

OBEY the rules of discipleship. 

The 3rd and final illustration …. 
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3.  A Hard working Farmer (v 6): It is the picture of the hard-working farmer whose 

sweat and toil has given him pre-eminent claim upon the crop.  The emphasis of this verse is found 

in the word "hard-working".   

Note three things about the farmer’s illustration: 

A. Much of farming work is unexciting:  Compared to the lives of the soldier and the athlete, 

the life of a farmer is rather boring. The soldier lives on the edge of life and death on the battlefield. 

The athlete has the thrill of the cheering crowd as he runs toward the goal. But the farmer works 

long and hard, cultivating and planting, and goes home tired. About the most exciting thing he can 

see is, ―The maize grew two inches last week!‖ Whoopee! Why does he do it? He is looking for the 

harvest. 

Spiritually, there are a few who have ―exciting‖ ministries. They’re invited to speak all over 

the world. They have thousands flocking to hear them or buying their books. Then there are the 

rest of us, out in the fields waiting for the maize to grow. Every week, I try to sow the seed of 

God’s Word into hearts, but people don’t usually change over night. Sometimes bad storms or 

pests destroy the plants before they bear fruit. But you keep sowing, trusting God to bring the 

increase of the harvest. 

B. Farm work  is tiring:  The Greek word that Paul uses for ―hardworking‖ means to toil till 

exhaustion or strive so as to become weary and tired. He uses it to describe pastors who ―work 

hard in preaching and teaching‖ (1 Tim. 5:17). He commends those in Rome who ―worked hard‖ in 

the Lord (Rom. 16:6, 12). He often mentions his own labor or toil in the Lord’s work (1 Cor. 

15:10; 2 Cor. 6:4; Gal. 4:11; Phil. 2:16; Col. 1:29-2:1.  Even Jesus was so tired that He could fall 

asleep in a small boat in a fierce storm! Expect to be tired as part of the hardship of serving the 

Lord.  This is what it might also mean ….  Watch this…. 

Apply:  Show the video of Chinese Bamboo 

C. The reward comes at the end of the age, not at the end of the meeting. 

The harvest is at the end of the age. Often we will not know what God accomplished through our 

labors or our prayers or our gifts until we stand before Him. Then we will meet people who are in 

heaven because we sowed the seed through our words or our gifts or our good deeds. We will 

enjoy a harvest of eternal joy! 
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Apply:  Sadly, some of us have already given up the race NOW.  No wonder we are struggling to find 

available volunteers for some of our ministries.    

William Barclay has summarized these illustrations well in his words, 

"One thing remains in all three pictures.  The soldier is upheld by the thought 

of final victory.  The athlete is upheld by the vision of the crown.  The 

husbandman is upheld by the hope of the harvest.  Each submits to the 

discipline and the toil for the sake of the glory which shall be.  It is so with the 

Christian.  The Christian struggle is not without a goal; it is always going 

somewhere.  The Christian can be certain that after the effort of the Christian 

life, there comes the joy of heaven; and the greater the struggle, the greater 

the JOY. 

Vs 7: Paul concludes these illustrations with an exhortation for Timothy (and us) to 

mentally linger over these images. 

After giving these three illustrations, Paul tells Timothy (2:7), ―Consider what I say, for the 

Lord will give you understanding in everything.‖ Timothy had to engage his brain to think about the 

implications of Paul’s words, but if he gained any insight, it came from the Lord, who gives 

understanding in spiritual matters. 

Perhaps we could add this as a fourth illustration—the hardship of the Christian scholar. To 

gain insight from God’s Word, you must apply yourself by carefully observing and thinking about 

what the text says. All the while that you’re laboring, you must ask God to give you understanding. 

The 4th  commitment to enduring till  the finish line is…. 

IV REMEMBER THOSE GONE BEFORE  (VV 8-13) 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am 
suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10 Therefore I 

endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 

with eternal glory. 11 Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; 12 if we 

endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us;13 if we are faithless, he will 

remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself. 

  

The Christian life is not a 100-yard dash; it’s a marathon. It’s easy to begin a marathon well 

and it’s not too difficult to run a few miles. The test comes over the long haul. Will you endure 

to the finish? In the Christian race, will you be faithful through all of the hardships, even unto 

death? 
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Every Christian wants to be able to say with the apostle Paul, as he thought about his own 

death (2 Tim. 4:7), ―I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.‖ 

While God promises that He will keep all that He saves, the process is not automatic. We must 

endure hardship as good soldiers, disciplined athletes, and hard working farmers (2:3-7). 

Paul is exhorting Timothy to embrace hardship for the sake of the gospel (1:8; 2:3). Timothy 

was under pressure to compromise the gospel. His timid personality shied away from conflict and 

controversy. Many were turning against the imprisoned apostle and at the same time, abandoning 

the gospel that he preached (1:15; 2:17-18). So Paul is exhorting Timothy to persevere. He is 

showing him how to endure when he feels tempted to drop out. 

Three more Illustrations 

In our text, he adds three more illustrations of how suffering hardship for the gospel now 

results in eternal glory. Jesus Christ died, but He is risen forever (2:8). Paul himself is 

imprisoned and facing death, but he endures for the sake of God’s elect, so that they may obtain 

salvation and eternal glory (2:9-10). Third, Paul cites a hymn from the early church (2:11-13), 

which makes the point that faithfulness now results in future glory with Jesus Christ, because God’s 

promises are trustworthy.  

In these verses, Paul reveals four strategies for enduring to the end of the 

marathon: 

To endure hardship, remember: 

- Jesus Christ the risen Savior; 

- that His Word is powerful; 

- that God’s sovereign purpose in saving His elect will succeed; 

- and that His promises are trustworthy. 

1. To endure hardship, remember Jesus Christ, our risen Savior (2:8). 

It seems odd for the apostle to write to his younger pastor friend (2:8): ―Remember Jesus 

Christ….‖ Was Timothy in danger of forgetting Him? This sounds like something you might write 

to a new believer, but not to a man who has some years under his belt as a pastor! Why would 

Paul say this to Timothy? 

Keep in mind Paul’s counsel in 2:7, ―Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in everything.‖ We have to think about these matters, leaning on the Lord for 

understanding. Verse 8 gives us some clues as to why Paul tells Timothy to remember Jesus Christ. 

First, notice the word order, Jesus Christ. So far, Paul has referred to the Lord as Christ 

Jesus six times (1:1, 2, 9, 13; 2:1, 3). He will go on to refer to Him as Christ Jesus four more times 
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(2:10; 3:12, 15; 4:1). But in 2:8 alone, he reverses it to Jesus Christ. Surely there must be a reason. I 

believe that he is calling attention to the humanity of our Lord, born as the man Jesus, who suffered 

and died on the cross for our sins. As Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:36), 

―Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and 

Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.‖ 

So Paul is making the point that because Jesus in His humanity suffered shame and death on 

a cross for our sins, God highly exalted Him (Phil. 2:8-11). His point is the same as Hebrews 12:3, 

―For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not 

grow weary and lose heart.‖ 

A second clue that helps us understand why Paul tells Timothy to remember Jesus Christ is, 

―risen from the dead.‖ The verb tense means, ―He was raised from the dead in the past and He 

continues now as the risen One.‖ Jesus’ resurrection is the main support of the gospel. Paul says 

that if Christ is not risen, our faith is worthless (1 Cor. 15:14, 17). Everything hangs on the bodily 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. As the risen Savior, He also promises to give us the 

victory over the grave. So even if we suffer and die for the sake of the gospel, ―Jesus Christ, risen 

from the dead,‖ is the grounds for our hope. Be steadfast! 

A third clue is, ―descendant of David.‖ Why does Paul use this unusual phrase here (used 

elsewhere only in Rom. 1:3)? This validates Jesus historically as the Messiah or Christ, who was 

promised to be of the seed of David. And it shows that He will return as the conquering King who 

will reign on David’s throne, ruling the nations with a rod of iron (Ps. 2:9). So the application for 

Timothy and us is, when you go through suffering now as a Christian, remember Jesus Christ, 

descendant of David in fulfillment of God’s promise, who is coming back to reign as the King of 

kings and Lord of lords. Endure hardship for the gospel now so that you will be on His side when 

He returns. 

The final clue is in the last phrase, ―according to my gospel.‖ That does not mean that Paul 

invented the gospel, but rather that the gospel was revealed directly to Paul from the risen Lord 

Jesus and entrusted to him as the treasure (―good deposit,‖ 1:14), which he had to guard. The 

crucified, risen Lord Jesus Christ is at the heart of the gospel. Note also that Paul viewed the gospel 

as his personal treasure. He was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a violent aggressor (1 Tim. 1:13), 

but God in His great mercy laid hold of Paul through the good news that ―Christ Jesus came into 

this world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all‖ (1 Tim. 1:15). 

If you want to endure to the end of the marathon, to stand firm for the truth through 

hardship and even persecution, you must be able to say with Paul, ―my gospel.‖ God saved me from 
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my sins by His abundant grace. To endure hardship, ―Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 

descendant of David, according to my gospel‖ (2:8). 

2. To endure hardship, remember that God’s Word is powerful (2:9). 

Paul’s gospel was the reason that he suffered ―hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal.‖ 

Then he adds the triumphant note, ―But the word of God is not imprisoned.‖ The word ―criminal‖ 

is used elsewhere only of the two thieves on the cross (Luke 23:32, 33). Paul didn’t deserve to be 

treated that way. He had been arrested on trumped up charges, made no doubt by enemies of the 

gospel. He was being held in a filthy dungeon, chained to a guard day and night. It wasn’t fair. But, 

rather than complain, Paul rejoiced in the fact that no one can imprison the power of God’s Word. 

With Luther, Paul could have sung, ―Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they 

may kill, God’s truth abideth still; His kingdom is forever.‖ 

Often God puts us in difficult trials for the very reason that He wants the power of the 

gospel to shine through our joy in Him in circumstances where the world can only complain. Maybe 

you are imprisoned in a hospital or in a body that is sick and dying. If you grumble and complain, 

you’re missing the opportunity for the power of the gospel to shine through your life. But if, 

through the pain and the tears, the joy of the Lord shines forth, the same powerful gospel that 

saved you may transform others. So to endure hardship, remember the power of God’s word! 

3. To endure hardship, remember that God’s sovereign purpose to saving His 

elect will surely succeed (2:10). 

Paul explains (2:10), ―For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are 

chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.‖ 

Paul means that through his sufferings in preaching the gospel, God’s elect would come to salvation 

and inherit the eternal glory that is in Christ Jesus. 

Many Christians get nervous when they hear the word ―elect‖ and try to minimize or 

explain away its plain meaning. If you do that, you will miss a key truth in understanding your 

salvation and a key component that you need to endure hardship for the sake of the gospel. Don’t 

dodge the doctrine of election by saying, ―That’s just Calvinism!‖ What you need to ask is, ―Is it 

taught in the Bible?‖ Paul easily could have said here, ―I do all things for the sake of those who will 

believe,‖ but he did not. If you believe that the very words of Scripture are inspired, you’ve got to 

grapple with why he said ―the elect.‖ As believers, we have to submit to what Scripture says.  

If you have not embraced this great biblical truth, you are missing the basis for assurance of 

your own salvation. Salvation rests in God’s sovereign purpose and might, not in your feeble, fallen 
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will or efforts. And, you are missing the main motivation to proclaim the gospel in the face of 

hardship and rejection, namely, that God will save His chosen ones through the gospel. 

To endure hardship, remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead; that God’s Word is 

powerful; and, that God’s sovereign purpose in saving His elect will surely succeed.  

Finally, 

4. To endure hardship, remember that God’s promises are trustworthy (2:11-13). 

 

Paul cites the words of a familiar hymn to remind Timothy that God’s promises are 

trustworthy and will not fail. He introduces it as a trustworthy statement (there are four others in 

the Pastoral Epistles: 1 Tim. 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; Titus 3:8). He probably breaks into the middle of the 

hymn, so that the opening word (―for‖) refers back to earlier words that we do not know. It 

consists of four ―if‖ clauses, followed by their consequences.  

The first two refer to those who are faithful. They attain to life and reigning with Christ. 

The last two refer to those who deny Christ or are faithless, and the consequences. The overall 

point reinforces what Paul has been saying, that if we endure hardship with Christ now, we will 

experience glory with Him in eternity. 

It seems to me like Paul is clearly stating the obvious.  If things are easy for the soldier, 

athlete and farmer, why would we expect anything less?  If things were hard for him his apostle, 

why would it be any different for us?  If suffering was the order of the day for our Master, why not 

us? 

Apply  

Brothers and sisters, we have a solid promise in that God has committed him to remain faithful.  

He will not forsake us.  He will remain faithful even when we are faithless.  He is a loving Father.  

And today I want to reassure you that there is power in the precious blood of the Lamb to cleanse 

us from any unbecoming lifestyles we may be leading now.  In case some of you have taken the easy 

path, come back to the fold.  Perhaps some of you have refused to suffer for Christ because of the 

obvious, I want to request you to come before him today in repentance and he will forgive you. 

 

ALTAR CALL 

1. Are there some things that tend to entangle us hence making us ineffective soldiers of the 

cross?  In other words, are you caught up in too many civilian affairs to the extent that you 

are not ready for battle?  Do you fear suffering and not ready to take risks yet you are 

soldiers of the cross?  Are you ashamed of the GOSPEL? 
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2. Secondly, might you have deserted the army due to challenges of the profession? What may 

have made you desert the army of the Lord?  Are you living in disobedience to the 

commanding officer?  Might it be that you no longer belong in this army because you were 

wounded in battle are you decided to have no more of this?  Here is the call – Come back 

to the BARACK!  We need you in this team.  Moreover, your commanding officer is 

compassionate and just.  He will re-enlist you again.  He gives second chances. 

3. Have you been so impatient with the Lord.  You know that every hard working farmer has 

to wait patiently but for some reason, you feel like you have waited too long!  Hear his 

voice today and come back to the waiting bay – under his wings. 

4. Lastly, do you want to be a new recruit into this army?  Welcome on board.  You just 

need to mention to rest of us at the end of this service.  Please quit being in the enemy’s 

camp and enlist into this victorious army for Christ.  He will create room for you.  Here is 

here today. 

 

 

PRAY 

 

 

 


