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Talk Three: Nehemiah 5, 6, & 7 

Who are you when no one is looking? 

 

Sambaza 

Today we are going to talk about integrity. Share with your neighbor what integrity 
means to you.  
 
OR: Is there a situation or something you’ve been so angry about, that you have wanted 
to do something to change it? 
 
Introduction/Context: 

‘Money, Sex and Power’ is the first title of Richard Foster’s book first published in 1985 
and now available under the title, The Challenge of the Disciplined Life: Christian 
Reflections on Money, Sex, and Power. In the first Chapter, Foster notes the following: 
 

“The crying need today is for people of faith to live faithfully. This is true in all 

spheres of human existence, but is particularly true in reference to money, sex and 

power. No issues touch us more profoundly or more universally. No issues are more 

inseparably intertwined. No topics cause more controversy. No human realities 

have greater power to bless or to curse. No three things have been more sought 

after or are more in need of a Christian response’. 

 

Foster begins his "Epilogue" with Henri Nouwen’s admonishment: "You are a Christian 
only so long as you constantly pose critical questions to the society you live in . . . so long as 
you stay unsatisfied with the status quo and keep saying a new world is yet come." 
Christians should "stand in contradiction to the dominant culture [around us], which has 
given its soul to the vows of greed, permissiveness, and selfishness.  
 

There is nothing that does as much harm to the cause of God’s kingdom than lack of 

integrity among His people. Recent expose of shady dealings by especially some ‘tele-

evangelists’ has painted the picture of the church as full of hypocrites, greedy leaders 

and immoral people. You have probably heard some people say, ‘Who’s to be trusted? 

‘Everyone is doing it’. (Speak for yourself – Nehemiah Chapter 5 will tell us! 

 ‘Everyone has a skeleton in the closet’? True: We all come to the cross with a past, but 

when we cling to the cross, we get a future. Personal integrity the litmus test of good 

leadership (and is also a title of a book I would like to recommend by John Ng’ang’a).  

 



This morning we are looking at Nehemiah 5, 6 & 7, but will concentrate particularly on 

Chapter 5 

The journey so far in understanding Leadership – Nehemiah Style. There are five 

Behaviors of Transformational Leaders and we see all of them in Nehemiah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exegesis: 

5:1-5 -Great outcry. Women mentioned in particular. People of Judah in miserable 

 conditions. Exploitative taxation of the poor, famine on the one hand, selfishness 

 and greed on the other. Daughters exploited.  Mind the gap of the rich and 

 poor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Challenging the Process (Nehemiah was dissatisfied with the status quo) 
• Search for opportunities by seeking innovative ways to change, 

grow, and improve. Are there other options, other ways of doing 
things?  

2. Inspiring a Shared Vision (He imparted his compelling vision to others) 
• Envisioning, motivating, and enlisting others in a compelling 

vision that captures their imagination – and communicating it so 
effectively that others take it as their own. 

3. Enabling Others to Act (He delegated and gave others responsibilities in 
rebuilding various sections of the wall) 

• Foster collaboration and enable others to act by promoting 
cooperative goals, building trust and strengthening them by 
sharing power and discretion 

4. Modeling the Way -Integrity 
• Modeling means going first, living the behaviors you want others 

to adopt, leading from the front. Set the example by aligning 
actions with shared values 

5. Encouraging the Heart 
• Leaders unleash the enthusiasm and passion of their followers 

by showing their own passion, appreciating others and 
celebrating victories 

There are many things about Kenya’s economic growth but, sadly, our economic model 
creates too many casualties. I don’t agree with those who think it is inevitable. It is a fact that 
historically, Kenya has been one of the most unequal societies in the world. Ranked by the 
Gini coefficient, a measure of inequality, Kenya’s range (48–70) is higher than that of 
countries traditionally considered highly unequal such as Brazil (34.8–69.9) and South Africa 
(48–62), and also of its neighbours Tanzania (34–59.7) and Uganda (26.6–43.9). Inequality 
matters because it violates the accepted notion that all people enjoy certain basic rights 
enshrined in the international human rights framework, and these include civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights. Inequality also squanders talent and is bad for the wealth 
creation of a country when, for example, women are excluded from top jobs on account of 
their gender. Inequality undermines society and its institutions by their misuse for the 
benefit of a few. Inequality undermines social cohesion and is associated with rising crime 
and ethnic conflicts.  
 
It is inequality that breeds poverty. Poverty is powerlessness, a frustration, and exclusion 
from decision-making and lack of access to public and financial services. 



Vs 6 – Nehemiah very angry. He was livid. Righteous anger. This is not indulgent inward 

 looking anger. He’s angry enough to do something about it. You need to be 

 angry  enough in order to change the status quo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are you ‘angry’ about – You will not change a thing unless you are angry 

enough to do something about it! 

 

Vs 7-9 - Confrontation. First in private, then in public. Taking of interest (usury) 

 prohibited. See Leviticus 25: 35-41) 

 God’s name is at stake. A church that is split is an evil testimony. The devil 

applauds the loudest when the church experiences dissension and 

conflict. 

 Morale of God’s people affected: what good was it to build the wall if 

inside the wall were people exploiting each other? What good is it to call 

people to repent if inside the church there are people living without signs 

of repentance? Such is the harm internal dissension has on God’s work.  

9-13 - Nehemiah calls for Repentance and action 

 Let the charging of interest stop IMMEDIATELY (11 

 Nehemiah calls for immediate behavior change. Break the behavior 

 pattern NOW.  

 

When God shows us a particular sin that we are guilty of, He doesn’t tell us to 
take our time dealing with it. No, He says, ‘Deal with it NOW’.  When we realize 
what we are doing wrong, now is the time to stop it. Making long-range plans 
to correct a problem allows the sands of time to hone off the raw edges of God’s 
reproof in our lives. We end up tolerating that sin and perhaps even protecting 
it. Such laxity greatly concerns our Lord. A prompt and thorough dealing with 

One of my current jobs is, together with others, train what we are calling Champions for 
Change – Leadership for Agricultural Transformation for Kenya’s county government. 27 of 
the most food and nutrition insecure counties have been chosen for this training.  
 High maize producing regions thought they were OK in food security. Quantity is not 

enough; Nutritional security is as important as food security 
 Maize diets lack critical vitamins and minerals 
 Prevalence of stunting for under 5s in Kenya is 26% - a quarter of the population! 
 Malnutrition during fetal development leads to stunting – (what’s the problem – just 

short people? 
o Undernutrition during pregnancy and up to 2 years of age leads to irreversible 

changes in brain development 
o Nutrition intervention at school age too late to correct brain damage 
o The problem of under performance in national exams in some regions is not just 

a problem of poor schools or lack of teachers – the PROBLEM STARTED BEFORE 
BIRTH! 

 How does that make you feel? 
 Our aim is to make the County leaders feel SO ANGRY, when they see the facts and figures 

of their regions – ANGRY ENOUGH THAT THEY WANT TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.  



wrong in our lives is essential. As in finances, it is best to keep all accounts 
current (Hand Me Another Brick, p. 106). 
 Words are cheap. Nehemiah asked for a public promise of change of 

behavior (12) 

 You have to be absolutely ruthlessly honest with yourself when 

dealing with sin. Never put off what must be done immediately. 

 No leader suddenly loses his integrity. It is a quiet and prolonged 

process. The erosion of sin goes on unnoticed until the fall becomes 

apparent. 

 

14-19 – Nehemiah’s personal example of Integrity 

 Not all ‘governors’ are the same (14). While some lay burdens on people, 

Nehemiah is different. I forfeited my benefits and privileges 

 No abuse of power, privilege and money. Nehemiah does all this for God 

(19). He has a clear conscience.  What a contrast to our politicians? And 

what a contrast to some of God’s people and church leaders? 

 

Chapter 6 

1-8 Satan never quits – we will never graduate from personal attacks and apposition 

 Intrigue, innuendo and intimidation in one last attempt to stop the 

completion of the wall.  

 Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem 

 Vs 4 – four times, Nehemiah says NO.  

 Vs 3 – Nehemiah refuses to be distracted. I cannot come down. I am on a 

great project.  

Vs 9 -14   

 Nehemiah response? Vs 9 – again we find him in prayer 

 Gossip? He leaves the matters in God’s hands 

 

Vs 15- The kind of leadership that leads to completion of tasks 

 

 

Chapter 7 

Vs 2- Example of integrity.  

 

Application 

 Martin Luther once said that there are three conversions necessary: the conversion 

of the heart, mind and the wallet. Of these three the conversion of the purse is the 

most difficult. When people get saved, their hearts get saved but when it comes to 

their money, THAT may take longer. There are many of us here who are saved…in 

the heart…in the mind, but our wallets are not saved! 



 Jesus Christ talked about money and possessions more than any other topic. He uses 

16 of His 38 parables to teach His disciples about money and possessions. 288 

verses in the Gospels actually deal with money. 500 verses in the Bible talk about 

prayer but 2350 on money.  

 1Timothy 6:10 says that For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 

people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 

many griefs. Some people’s relationship with God becomes less when money comes 

in.  

 Are you saved? Are you truly saved? How can you know? 

 Luke 19:1-10. He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man 

named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. 3 And he sought to see who 

Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. 4 

So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass 

that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, Zacchaeus, 

make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he made haste 

and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it they all murmured, 

He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and 

said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I 

have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, 

“Today salvation has come to this house, 

 Today, salvation has come to this house? In other words, Zacchaeus – now I know you 

are saved! Jesus parameters of judging who’s saved or not are very different from ours.  

o For us: it used to be how you dress or Speaking in tongues or shouting Hallelujah 

or Amen in church, or spending all your time in church activity.  

o God looks at the heart, especially on What’s the Centre of your life? Money or 

God.  

 Are you saved? Do you want to be saved? 

 

 

 


