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SERIES TITTLE:  FAN THE FLAME 

 

SESSION V:  YOU BETTER WAKE UP 
2 Timothy 3:1-9 

 
GREETINGS & RECAP:  Good Morning Waiyaki Way! 

I have really missed you people and I was a way for only one Sunday!  I hope I was 

missed also.  I trust that you had time with my friend Pst Albo.   

Recap 

Week one:  Remember your Roots 

Week Two:  Risk Everything for the Gospel 

Week three:  Endure to the Finish Line 

Week four (last week):  Stand out 

This week:  You Better Wake UP!   

  

INTRODUCTION 

Pleasant Surprises 

Have you ever had a bad dream that felt, sounded and “looked” like it was real?  

Well, it is one thing to have such a dream but it is quite another to have a horror 

dream that leaves you so stressed, scared and almost dead.  In most cases,  when you 

wake up from the dream and realize it was just a dream, you really breathe a sigh of 

relief.  Don’t you.  That’s what I call a pleasant surprise. 

 

The text we are about to look at today has the exact opposite.  It is not a pleasant 

text. And it is not a dream. All the things described here are already happening even 

though they were prophesied over 2000 years ago. 

Let’s look at the text 
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Paul outlines a need for us to Wake up and act for we are in the last days which are 

described as terrible times….. 

 

Read: 2 Timothy 3:1-9 

I. WHY WE MUST WAKE UP (v 1) 

The Bible clearly states that the last Days are here and that they are described as 

Perilous Times 

V 1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 

 

A. The Last Days are described as "Perilous Times" (v.1).  

1. How do we know we are near the end?  

2. We look to the signs of the times.  

3. In this passage we learn that the last days will be "perilous times." Or Terrible 

Times 

4.  I like the way the message puts it:  “Don’t be naïve, there are difficult times 

ahead. 

5.  "Perilous" comes from a word that means "violent, dangerous or savage."  

6.   It's only other usage in the NT is in Mt.8:28 where the demon-possessed men are 

described as "exceedingly fierce."  

Mt 8:28:  When he arrived at the other side in the region of the Gardarenes, two demon-

possessed men coming from the tombs met him.  They were so violent that no one could 

pass that way. 

6. Though evil has been with us in every generation, it seems that standards of 

morality and decency are ignored more and more as time goes on.  

7. This wickedness will reach an 'exceedingly fierce' point as the last days draw to an 

end.  

So because the times we are living in are already terrible even according to the Bible, 

we must not be caught sleeping, spiritually speaking.   
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II  HOW THE LAST DAYS  LOOK LIKE (VV 2-3) 

 

2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient 

to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 

 

B. People Will Lack Character (v2-3) 

1. The people will be "lovers of themselves."  

a. Never in history has our society been so motivated by self-gratification.  

b. Me-first has become the NORMAL way of life.  

c. What's in it for me? Whether it is work, play, or even worship. 

d.  Some put it nicely and said:  Trench describes this word as "contemplated sparing 

of self and providing things easy and pleasant for self." Is this trait not the root of all 

other traits which follow? This is the SIN which produces all others SINS.  In fact, a 

good way to understand "sin" is by its very letters: 

S - Self 

I – Interested 

N - Nature 

In the garden, man had a GOD-INTERESTED NATURE and was intoxicated with the 

desire to please and worship God.  In the fall, his character fell far short of its original 

design - the glory of God.  He took on a SELF-INTERESTED NATURE and became 

intoxicated with the desire to please and glorify himself.  Thus it was and is and shall 

be until "the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings." 

 

2. The people will be "lovers of money."  

a. The refusal to deny self anything has already brought on enormous debt. 

b. Christians lament that they 'can't afford' to tithe or give to missions.  

c. The reason? They have over-extended themselves with things. 
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d.  When a man lives solely for his own welfare, then the acquisition of wealth 

becomes an insatiable appetite.   

e.  It causes men to forget and forsake all integrity and decency in their burning lust 

for the almighty dollar or shilling.  Who can calculate the number of lives that have 

been directly or indirectly shattered by the force of greed.   

"For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 

from the faith in their greediness and pierced themselves through with many 

sorrows." I Tim. 6:10. 

SO YOU BETTER WAKE UP MY FRIEND….   

 

3. The people will be "boasters, proud" and "blasphemers."  

a. 'I don't need God…I don't need anyone!'  

b.  Boasters:  These are people who are Empty pretenders:  Windbags! Brag about 

what they have and have done! Set themselves up as the be all and end all of other 

people's lives! 

c.  Proud: – An over estimate of one's worth.   Men would do well to remember 

the counsel of Romans 12:3, “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself 

with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 

you.”  ." And of course …..We are nothing without Him - John 15:5.) 

d.  They are self-made and arrogant. 

e.  Here in Kenya:  If only we treated each other kindly without minding their tribe, 

status or station of life, the unity we are craving for would not have been a problem. 

4. The people are described as "disobedient to parents” 

a. Isn't  it amazing that Paul could see into what the world would become?  

c. The Lord revealed to him a future time when the family unit would be broken 

down.  

d. He certainly could be writing about the conditions of our young people today.  
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e.  This rejection of Christian values reaches into the home.  Discipline has gone out 

the window!  If children will not respect and obey their parents, who will they 

respect? If there is no obedience, respect and loyalty in the home, why should we 

expect to find it in society? 

 

5.  People will be ungrateful 

a.  This person is utterly destitute of any gratitude for God or others.   

b.  An ungrateful sees the world as "owing him" a job, housing, etc.  The man who is 

consumed with self cannot find any room to appreciate others.  

c.  Our society is marked by this kind of unsettled, unthankfulness. People complain 

about everything and everyone. Yet, God's Word teaches us that we should be a 

thankful people, Col. 3:15 

  

6. People are "unholy" or profane.  

This is state of heart when men lose all regard for decency and shame. People are 

governed by their passions and they are blind to modesty, decency, purity and 

righteousness 

a. You cannot watch TV without hearing explicit profanity.   

c. Even cartoons are vile… 

d. Beyond profane language, are the profane subject matters addressed as normal!  

e.  Our so called talk shows where people call in and discuss profane and unholy stuff 

is a good example. 

f.  Recently I came across 2 interesting articles:  One is a restaurant where people 

are allowed to eat while nude.  The other is a suburb in the UK where people prefer 

to walk around naked.  Just imagine.  People are invented new ways of being unholy.  

These are the last days, so be awake 

g.  Have you heard of spouse swap?  Now I cannot even begin to imagine what that 

entails.    
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h.  Recently, it was reported that the rate of incest in Bungoma county is 

unimaginable.  But that’s not the worst part.  That both victims and culprits have 

decided to amicably leave in “peace” without addressing the matter is a huge one for 

me.   

7.  People are "unloving"  

a.  This word literally means "without family affection" or "without love for kindred."  

b.   It is frequently used of parent-child relationships.  This is the sort of degradation 

that allows mothers to have abortions or to leave their babies in garbage bins. 

8.  People are unforgiving 

a.  It means "irreconcilable," "hostility which refuses truce."   

b.  It is hatred and unforgiveness set in cement.   

c.  The skyrocketing divorce rate is one good example of this; for divorce is a 

resolute refusal to forgive; unforgiveness set in cement. 

9.  People are slanderers  

a.  These people do everything in their power to destroy the good name and 

reputation of another.  

b.  By the way, this word is the same word from which we get the word "devil".  

c.  In other words, the devil is a slanderer, and those who engage in destroying the 

good name of another person are guilty of engaging the devil's work!  

d.  Watch politicians slander their opponents and you have a good description  

 

10.  People shun "self-control."  

a. They are "brutal, despisers of good."  

b.  These men are "without power over self" so that they are slaves to their own 

passions and lusts.   

c.  The body which God gave them to use for His pleasure, has become a vehicle for 

their own pleasure.   
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d.  Few things are more tragic than a man or woman who can no longer say "no" to 

themselves and thus are hopelessly enslaved to their own cravings 

e.   Instead of uplifting what is pure and good, our culture uplifts what is filthy and 

wicked.  

c. Look at the heroes placed before our children. 

People will not only lack character, we will also find that….. 

 

C. People Will Have No Conviction (v4-5). 

  

4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 

 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

 

1. Treacherous: or  "TRAITORS":   

a.  The word describes "one who betrays his country or one who is a 

traitor to his oath or one who abandons another in danger. 

b. Lenin once wrote, "Treaties are only for getting breath for a new effort.  

They exist to be broken as soon as expedient.  Peace propaganda is to 

camouflage war preparations." 

2. RASH:  The word describes one who is "headstrong, reckless, or falls forward 

without consideration."   

a. This is a lifestyle that does as it pleases without regard for the 

consequences. Speaks of those involved in activities of a foolish nature. 

b. Perhaps the spread of communicable diseases like HIV/AIDS is a good 

illustration.    

3. CONCEITED:  Literally this means "having been puffed up." 

a.  The root word was used to describe being "filled with smoke," a very 

appropriate imagery for man's pride.   
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b. The man who is "swollen with conceit" is really just "filled with smoke" 

for all his accomplishments will be reduced to nothing more than smoke 

and ashes one day.  II Pet. 3:10. 

4. LOVERS OF PLEASURE RATHER THAN LOVERS OF GOD 

a. Pascal once wrote that in every man's heart is a "God-shaped vacuum," yet 

men will continue to fill this vacuum with the god called "pleasure."   

b. Have you ever wondered why the rate of opening of Shopping Malls in 

Nairobi has skyrocketed?  Well.  Wonder no more.  Our society is a 

pleasure mad society.   At this rate, there will be more shopping malls than 

churches! 

c. Christ Himself said of these days, "Because lawlessness (or iniquity) will 

abound, the love of many will grow cold." Matt. 24:12 

d. You would think that people would flock to worship God?  

5.  They have "a form of godliness but deny its power."  

a. There are many who profess to be religious but deny God's power.  

b. They deny His creation, His Word, His Son and His coming. 

c. Paul tells us that we are to "turn away" from them. 

In the last Days, people will certainly have no conviction….. but that’s not all.  Look 

at the next few verses…..   

In the last days, people will have no character, lack conviction and thirdly,….. 

 

D. People Will Have No Conscience (v6-9) 

 

6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over weak-willed 

women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 

 7 always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth. 

 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth-- men of 

depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 
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 9 But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear 

to everyone. 

  

When people lack conscience, they will do all sorts of things in the name of 

religion… 

 

In fact, another description for people who ply this trade is called empty religion.    

 

So what do they do? 

All of the major cults in church history began with those who had the form of 

godliness without its power. You may wonder, “How can anyone be duped into 

following a hypocritical, corrupt leader, such as Paul here describes?”  

He gives four explanations: 

 

They propagate empty religion by …. 

1.  Playing on felt needs. 

They “enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins” 

(3:6). Purveyors of false religion often prey on people with emotional or spiritual 

needs, such as guilt, but not by offering the gospel. Often, as with Satan in the original 

temptation, they prey on susceptible women, who may be more emotionally 

vulnerable. 

2.  Enticing with sinful desires 

These women are “led on by various impulses” (3:6). This may imply that these false 

teachers were seducing these women while their husbands were away. Or, it may 

refer to women who are led more by their emotions than by reason and self-control. 

3.  Playing on the desire for learning. 

Paul describes the victims as “always learning and never able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth” (3:7). “The knowledge of the truth” refers to a saving 
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knowledge of Christ. The learning offered by the false teachers appealed to the pride 

of these women. Often such false teachers gain a following by sensational claims, such 

as explaining prophecies in great detail. But that kind of learning doesn’t lead to 

godliness. 

4.  Opposing the truth with counterfeit results. 

a.  Paul illustrates his point by referring to Jannes and Jambres, Egyptian magicians 

who opposed Moses. These men are not mentioned by name in the Bible, but 

rather in early Jewish writings and tradition.  

b. They mimicked the miracles that Moses and Aaron performed before Pharaoh, 

not by the power of God, but either by sleight of hand or demonic power. But 

Paul says (3:8) that the false teachers “oppose the truth” and are “of depraved 

mind, rejected in regard to the faith.”  

c. Often the cults will offer results that are promised to believers in the Bible, but 

they offer them without bringing people to the cross and to faith in Christ. The 

Mormons, for example, offer harmonious family relationships, but they do not 

proclaim Jesus as Lord and preach submission to Him. 

d.  Though they could replicate some of Moses' miracles (snakes, water to blood), 

They could "progress no further."  

e.  So it is with the deceivers of today, they may mimic and counterfeit the work of 

God, but they are limited in how far they can go. 

 

Thus empty religion is a constant danger and it always has those who propagate it. 

Those who propagate it lack conscience 

 

What should be our response as we read and consider these verses? 

 

III WHAT TO DO WHEN WE WAKE UP 
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How should we respond the climate, character and concerns of the Last Days? 

 

In this passage, Paul gives two commands that can help us deal with the dangers and 

deceit that characterize the last days 

 

A. We Are Commanded To Isolate - He says "from such turn away or have 

nothing to do with such people." Before we can turn away from them, we must 

first identify them. This involves us doing something that has become quite distasteful 

to the modern church. To isolate those who are walking in sin, we must lay their 

lives alongside the Word of God and judge their fruits, Matt. 7:20. While we cannot 

judge a person's eternal destiny and are commanded to refrain from doing such, 

Matt. 7:1-2, we can look at a person's life and see whether or not they are the kind 

of people who will build us up or tear us down, 1 Cor. 15:33.  

I Cor 15:33 

Do not be misled:  “Bad company corrupts good character.”  Come back to your senses as 

you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God – I say this to your 

shame 

 

Brothers and sisters, a time has come for us to wake up and isolate people who are 

making our Christian walk unfruitful.   Who is that in your circle of friends?  Is it a 

workmate?  An acquaintance?  Abuddy?  A college mate?   

Illustration:  What farmers do to make their crops productive -  they PRUNE.  While 

the process looks like a loss, it pays in the end.   

I’m therefore asking you to prune so you can fan into fame your faith.    

What will it take? 

-  I can see the side dishes losing out 

-  I can see work place gossips losing out big time 

- I can see some business people shedding off business partners.   
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It is a call to do all it takes so we can FAN INTO FLAME OUR FAITH 

 

B. We Are Commanded  To Insulate - When a man, by his fruits, proves himself 

to be a child of the devil, what are we to do? Well obviously, we are to pray for him 

and try to reach him for Jesus, but we are also to separate ourselves from him and 

his works, 2 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 17:17; Phil. 3:14-15.  

You see, we are supposed to be very selective with whom we associate as individuals 

and as a church! There comes a time when, because of sin and wickedness, we must 

cut ties and walk apart from evil! The word "turn" in verse 5 means "to shun and to 

avoid." That sounds harsh, but it is the path to power! It's hard to think about, but it 

is biblical! If we refuse, we will forfeit the power and presence of God!  

 

CONCLUSION 

A person who was locked up in a supermarket at night by mistake 

He changed the price tags 

And we are living in a generation where the price tags have been changed.   

We just need to Wake Up and get back to where we are supposed to be 

Let us FAN INTO FLAME OUR FAITH one more time 

 

 


