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SERIES TITLE:  FAN THE FALME 

 

SESSION VI:  SEEK FAITHFULNESS NOT FAME 

2 TIM 3:10-17 

 

Greetings 

Recap 

Week I:  Remember your Roots 

Week 2:  Risk Everything for the Gospel 

Week 3:  Endure to the Finish Line 

Week 4:  Stand out  

Week 5:  Wake up -  these are the Last Days 

This Week 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Faithfulness is an interesting goal.  It is not a destination, but rather, a journey.  You 

cannot say that since I was faithful last year,  or last month,  I can now take a break.  

It demands consistency and commitment  all the times. 

And now that we are living in the Last Days, faithfulness is becoming a rare virtue 

even among believers.   

We therefore want to learn survival strategies for maintaining faithfulness in the Last 

Days with specific reference to what Paul told Timothy…. 

 

Let us Read the text:  2 Tim 3:10-17 

 

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 

love, endurance, 

 11 persecutions, sufferings-- what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 

Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 



Luke Jaoko @ NC WW on 7th June 2015                      Page 2 of 12 
 

 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

 13 while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 

because you know those from whom you learned it, 

 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, 

 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

Three Survival Strategies 

 

How will we survive the “savage days” that are coming our way? Verse 10 

emphasizes that Christians are called to be different. “Timothy, you were called by 

God to make a difference by standing strong. Don’t be discouraged by worldly 

conditions. Don’t let the world change you. Instead, go out and by God’s grace 

change the world.” 

 

The last part of this chapter suggests three very practical survival strategies for the 

perilous, difficult, dangerous days in which we live. 

 

And that’s why I’ve entitled it SEEK FAITHFULNESS NOT FAME. 

 

I.  FOLLOW GODLY LEADERS (VV 10-13) 

 

This principle is based on the truth that we become like the people we associate 

with. If we follow the ungodly, we will become like the ungodly. If we follow the 

arrogant, we are likely to become arrogant. If we follow those who follow Jesus, we 

are more likely to become like Jesus ourselves. In this case, Paul uses himself as an 

example, and says in effect, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” These are the marks of 
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the godly people we should follow: 

1. They have nothing to hide…. “You know my way of life.” 

2. They teach the truth….. “You know my doctrine.” 

3. They practice what they preach….. “You know my faith, my love and my 

patience.” 

4. They aren’t afraid of persecution…..“You know my sufferings and my 

persecution.” 

But, how do you discern whether or not a man is a godly example? Let’s face it, there 

are a lot of religious charlatans out there! Paul gives us three solid guidelines: 

(1). A godly example is known for his teaching (3:10). 

Paul writes (3:10), “But you followed my teaching….” In 4:2, he will give Timothy a 

strong charge to preach the Word. Paul put a premium on sound doctrine, which is a 

frequent theme in the Pastoral Epistles. 

So listen to what a man teaches. It won’t take you long to discern whether he is 

teaching the Bible or whether he is merely using the Bible as an inspirational 

springboard to launch off into his own ideas. Some preachers use the Bible like the 

Reader’s Digest: It has some good quotes that support or illustrate their points, but 

they don’t teach it as God’s authoritative Word that we must understand and submit 

to. When you listen to a sermon, ask yourself, “Did he explain and apply the text of 

Scripture so that I come away understanding what it means and how it applies to my 

life?” Also, a godly Bible teacher does not skip the difficult sections and doctrines. He 

teaches the whole purpose of God. 

Note also (3:15) that a godly teacher uses the Scriptures to lead people “to 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” Timothy’s mother and grandmother 

had taught him the “sacred writings” (a Jewish term for the Old Testament) from 

infancy. God’s Word is able to give even a child the wisdom that leads to salvation, 

which means, salvation from God’s righteous judgment on our sins. That salvation 

does not come by keeping the moral precepts of the Bible, or even by believing the 

Bible. Rather, salvation comes through faith in Christ Jesus alone. 
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As parents, pray for your children’s salvation and use the Bible to explain to them 

their need for the Savior and how to trust in Him to forgive their sins. The popular 

idea of having your child “ask Jesus to come into his heart” is probably not the 

clearest way to present the gospel. A child needs to come under conviction for his 

sins, so that he sees that he is guilty and deserves God’s judgment. He also needs to 

know that on the cross Jesus paid the penalty that he deserves, if he will trust in 

Christ. There should be evident signs of new life if a child truly has been born of 

God. Whether with children or adults, use the Bible as the main tool in leading 

people to salvation. 

(2). A godly example is known for his character (3:10). 

He practices what he preaches. His life backs up his teaching. Paul mentions six areas 

of character: 

·         Conduct— 

The word (used only here) means, “way of life.” You should be able to look at a 

person’s way of life and tell whether he or she is a godly example worth following. 

This would include how he spends his time, how he manages money and possessions, 

what kind of entertainment he enjoys, and how he relates to his family, friends, fellow 

workers, and even to strangers. Is he rude or sensitive? Is he oblivious to the needs 

of others or kind and caring? Christianity is a way of life that affects all of life. A godly 

example lives under the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

·         Purpose— 

Paul was a man of purpose. His purpose was to help bring about God’s purpose. He 

did everything for the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). He related every aspect of his life 

to the supreme purpose of knowing Christ Jesus his Lord –“What is more,  I consider 

everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ, and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 

is through faith in Christ -  the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.  I 

want to  know Christ – yes, to know the power of his resurrection an the participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (Phil. 3:8-10).   
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He disciplined himself for the purpose of godliness.. “Have nothing to do with godless 

myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly” (1 Tim. 4:7). He made it 

his ambition to be pleasing to Christ (2 Cor. 5:9).  

He told the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:24), “However,  I consider my life worth 

nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord 

Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”  

Godly examples will always be men and women who live daily in light of God’s 

purpose. 

·         Faith— 

The word may mean “faithfulness,” which is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Paul was 

certainly a faithful man. But it also may refer to trusting God to do what is humanly 

impossible, so that He gets the glory. Referring to how God delivered him from the 

brink of death, Paul said (2 Cor. 1:9), “indeed, we had the sentence of death within 

ourselves so that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead.” A man 

or woman of faith lives in light of eternity, trusting that God will keep His promises 

beyond the grave (2 Tim. 4:8). Look for examples that live by faith. 

·         Patience— 

This also is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). The patient man doesn’t have a short fuse. 

He can bear with difficult people without exploding in anger. He doesn’t snap at his 

wife or children with angry words. The supreme test of patience had not been 

invented when Paul wrote, but a truly patient man is patient when he drives! 

·         Love— 

Love, above all other virtues, should mark believers in Jesus Christ. My definition is, 

“biblical love is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment that shows itself in seeking the 

highest good of the one loved.” Sometimes the highest good requires confronting 

someone in sin and holding him accountable. The aim is to bring him under the 

lordship of Jesus Christ, so that his life brings glory to God. Such love should govern 

everything that we do. 

·         Perseverance— 
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This word has the nuance of enduring difficult circumstances over the long haul. It 

means trusting God when things aren’t the way you want them to be and there is no 

immediate solution in sight. Many Christians either imply or directly tell you that if 

you have enough faith, God will instantly deliver you from your problems, whether it 

is a serious health problem or a difficult relational situation or whatever. “Just name 

it and claim it by faith,” they say. 

Past faithfulness 

Did you know that faithfulness in the past is no currency for faithfulness in the future? 

If you were faithful in the past,  you are required to remain faithful in the present and 

in the future.   

I therefore call upon you to find men and women who persevere difficult times as 

examples to follow 

 

 

Paul’s point is: Find people like this and follow them.  

Regarding persecution, he points to his own sufferings: 

In Antioch he was opposed. In Iconium he was almost stoned. In Lystra 

(Timothy’s home town) he was stoned and left for dead. But it does not matter 

because “everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (v. 12).  

What happened to Paul will happen to Timothy sooner or later. What is happening 

around the world to Christians in Sudan, parts of China, in Indonesia, in Iran, in many 

of the Muslim countries, will happen to those who live in the “SAFE ZONES” sooner 

or later. No one gets a free pass that absolves them from suffering for Jesus. It may 

not involve beatings or torture or imprisonment or death; it may involve subtle 

forms of ridicule, public embarrassment, marginalization, being made the object of 

repeated jokes, being passed over for promotion, social rejection, shunning, and 

being the object of scorn and vicious rumors.  

That sort of thing happens all too often. When it happens, it is a true form of 

persecution, even though it leaves no outward scars.  And sometimes the emotional 



Luke Jaoko @ NC WW on 7th June 2015                      Page 7 of 12 
 

& Psychological scars can be worse than physical ones. 

Paul concludes this verse by pointing out two balancing truths concerning the proper 

response to persecution. 

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY - ". . . the persecutions I endured." The 

word for "endured" speaks of "bearing up under," especially in regards to a heavy 

load.  The man of God is willing to shoulder the weight of the cross in order to 

follow in Christ's footsteps. 

DIVINE PROTECTION - "Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.”  The 

servant of God is indestructible until his work is done.  Rev. 11:7. 

God sovereignly protected Paul from physical death until he had "completely 

fulfilled" his ministry.  "'No weapon formed against you shall prosper and every 

tongue which rises against you in judgment, you shall condemn.  This is the heritage 

of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me,' says the Lord." Is. 

54:17 

  

And while it is happening, evil men will grow worse and worse, deceiving others 

while themselves being deceived (v. 13). Note that Paul mentions “imposters.” The 

word can be translated, “magicians,” or “soothsayers,” or even, “jugglers.” Watch 

out for those magicians! The world is filled with religious charlatans who want more 

than your money, they want your soul. Beware! 

 

II.  CONTINUE IN WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED  (VV. 14-15) 

 

The second strategy is extremely practical. Stay the course. Don’t be distracted by 

clever-sounding religious magicians. Don’t believe everyone who knocks at your 

door. The way to resist them is to continue in what you have been taught. 

Paul then begins to develop the heart of his survival strategy for the last days. It 

involves a proper understanding of the Word of God.  

In verse 14 Paul reminds Timothy that the Word of God gives confidence in 

days of difficulty. It steadies the soul by giving us the absolute standard for truth. So 
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Timothy is to remember both what he has learned and also who taught him the 

truth. Consider your teachers. Ponder their character. Think of their sacrifice. That 

will keep you on the “straight and narrow” when you are tempted to turn to one 

side or the other.  

In verse 15 he reminds Timothy of his spiritual heritage: “And how 

from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” This is the doctrine of the sufficiency of 

Holy Scripture. Notice how Paul puts it. The Bible brings wisdom that leads to 

salvation that comes to us through Christ and is received by faith. Said another way: 

God’s Word saves us. How? 

By the words that are written down: “the holy Scriptures.” 

By the wisdom in the written words: “able to make you wise.” 

By the gospel the words reveal: “wise for salvation.” 

By the faith the gospel produces: “through faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Everything we need to know about going to heaven can be found in the Bible. 

Nothing is missing and nothing needs to be added. The Bible is not an encyclopedia 

that covers every possible topic in the universe, but it does tell us everything we 

need to know about the most important thing in the world: How to know God. The 

truth of the Word of God can save you, forgive you, justify you, sanctify you, purify 

you, transform you, regenerate you, and one day, it will take you all the way home to 

heaven for all eternity. Everything we need to know about life with God can be found 

in the pages of the Bible. If we had needed to know anything else, God would have 

told us. The Bible is complete as it stands, a finished product that will produce in us a 

new life, a godly life, a growing life, a fruitful life, a loving life, a Christ-like life, eternal 

life, the very life of God himself. 

 

Note when Timothy learned this: “how from infancy you have known.” That’s a 

reference to his godly grandmother Lois and his godly mother Eunice. They started 

teaching him the truth when he was just a tiny baby. They prayed for him, sang to 
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him, recited Scripture to him, taught him to read by reading the Old Testament to 

him, and built his whole life around the Word of God. God bless those godly women. 

I believe the best time to start teaching your children is while they are still in the 

womb. Expectant mothers should read the Bible to their preborn babies. Start while 

they are inside you. Read the Word and sing Christian songs to them. Pray over your 

unborn child. Why should we let the world take the first shot at our children? Let’s 

start teaching them before they have a chance to listen to TV or the radio or before 

they start surfing the Internet. Immerse them in the Word while they are still 

swimming in the womb. And don’t stop when they are born. Kick it up a notch. John 

the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb. Why shouldn’t 

we pray the same thing for our children today? 

 

That’s why we spend so much on our children’s ministries.  

III.  FAITHFULLY DEPEND ON GOD’S WORD (VV. 16-17) 

 

The final strategy is found in verses 16-17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man 

of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” If verse 15 teaches the 

“sufficiency of God’s Word,” then verses 16-17 teach the “authority of God’s 

Word.” They tell us why the Bible is all that we really need in order to go to heaven. 

Paul says that all Scripture (the Old and the New Testaments) is “God-breathed.” 

That’s a literal translation of the Greek word theopneustos. It means that God 

breathed out the words, and Moses wrote them down. God breathed out the words, 

and David wrote them down. God breathed out the words, and Daniel wrote them 

down. God breathed out the words, and Matthew wrote them down. God breathed 

out the words, and Paul wrote them down. This is the highest possible view of Holy 

Scripture. It’s not as if Moses was inspired the way that Shakespeare was inspired. 

Shakespeare wrote wonderful plays; Moses wrote down the very words of God. The 

difference is total and complete. 
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Because the Bible comes directly from God, it equips us to do every good work. Do 

you want to know God’s will? Study the Bible. Do you want to fulfill your mission in 

life? Study the Bible. Do you want to know what God wants you to do? Study the 

Bible. Do you want to live a better life? Study the Bible. Do you want freedom from 

sin? Study the Bible. Do you want God to be pleased with your life? Study the Bible. 

It will tell you everything you need to know. 

 

Pay attention to the phrases Paul uses to describe the practical impact of the Bible. 

God’s word tells us what is right (teaching), what is not right (rebuking), how to get 

right (correction), how to stay right (training in righteousness). Here is the result: 

We are thoroughly equipped to do what God wants us to do. A soldier needs the 

right equipment in order to win the battle. The Bible is the Christian’s sword by 

which we fight the battles of life. But a sword does no good if it is left in the 

scabbard. You have to take it out and use it. Likewise, the finest study Bible in the 

world will do you no good if you do not read it. 

 

This is Paul’s final answer to the “terrible times” that are coming in the last days. 

Know the Word! 

Read the Word! 

Obey the Word! 

 

We Never Outgrow the Bible 

 

Make the Bible the foundation of your life. Love it and believe it and obey it and 

follow it and then teach it to others. That will make you strong and give you 

confidence when trouble comes your way, as it must come sooner or later. Knowing 

the Bible now can save your life later. So we can say it this way: We never outgrow 

the Word of God. We will always need it as the foundation of the church. You need 

it in your life and I need it in my life. The Word of God will make you complete so 

that you are ready to do everything God wants you to do. 
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If we stand back and look at this passage as a whole, we can summarize it in a few 

key statements: 

1) The world will get worse—Don’t be surprised. 

2) Tough times are coming—Don’t be discouraged. 

3) It’s easier to stand strong if you don’t stand alone. 

4) Believers who build their lives on the Bible may be persecuted but they will never 

be defeated. 

 

Ministry in the last days will be tough business. Only the strong will survive. But God 

has given us two advantages: 

1) He has told us what will happen. 

2) He has told us what to do. 

 

Build your life on the Word of God and you will be able to survive the coming hard 

times. As a practical matter, there are some questions we should ask ourselves as we 

think about this passage: 

1) How am I building God’s Word into my life? 

2) Do I submit to the Word of God even when I might disagree or dislike something 

that it says? 

3) Am I willing to run all my opinions through the grid of Holy Scripture? 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

I’d rather be found faithful than famous 

Faithful people have a place before God our Father in eternity.  I’m not sure about 

famous people! 

Take Home 

I have several verses that I’d like us to memorize for the next 2 weeks.   On June 

28th,  whoever gets all of them right will…… get  prize  
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