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SERIES:  FAN THE FLAME 

 

VII:  FINISH STRONG 
2 TIM 4:1-8 

RECAP 

We made a commitment 7 weeks ago to FAN THE FLAME of our faith this season 

and in doing so, we’ll leave nothing to chance.   Indeed we are living in the last DAYS 

literally so we must commit to FAN THE FLAME in our generation.    

So far, these are some of the lessons we have covered in this journey…. 

To FAN THE FLAME, we must …. 

1. Remember of our ROOTS 

2. Risk Everything for the Gospel 

3. Endure to the Finish Line 

4. Stand out  

5. Be Awake 

6. Seek Faithfulness, Not Fame 

In  fact, as a reminder to how committed we must be,  Jimmy gave you a take home.  

Who remembers?  Well,  in 2 weeks’ time,  I will give  a reward to 2 people who will 

recite the 7 verses.  I look forward to that Sunday.  

This week we focus on how to FINISH STRONG as we look at 4:1-8 

 

VII   FINISH STRONG (2 TIM 4:1-8) 

INTRODUCTION 

Last words are incredibly important.  In a debate, last words can determine victory 

or loss.  When bidding bye to a friend or family member who’s going to be away for 

so long, the last words are very important.  In the journey of life, the last words of a 

dying person are really cherished.  Some of you have had the privilege of being at the 

bedside of a dying loved one.  It may have been many years ago but I’m sure you still 
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remember the words.  Equally important is the fact that most of the times, these 

words are preserved and adhered to long after the person is gone.  In fact, the words 

seem to bind even the people who were not present when the words we being said.   

You dare not go against them!  

Our text is Paul’s final charge to Timothy just before the apostle’s execution. He 

senses that the time of his departure has come (4:6). He is handing off the baton to 

his younger friend and understudy.  He is committed to FINISH STRONG.  

Here is the first charge….. 

I  FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY PASSIONATELY (4:1-5) 

1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be 

prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage —with great patience 

and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound 

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 

teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from 

the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

 

1. WHY THE URGENCY (VV 1)  

Before we look at the charge that Paul gave to Timothy, let us indulge a bit and see 

the  environment in which he was to fulfil this charge.  What were the prevailing 

circumstances? What kind of pressures.  In fact, two weeks ago, we learned that one 

of the pressures Timothy was dealing with was godlessness in the last Days.  People 

were inventing new ways of committing sins ……  Just like they are doing in Nyeri 

(dealing with ―transfomers‖).   

Paul goes ahead to present to Timothy other prevailing factors which in my view are 

even more serious than the sinfulness in the Last Days. 

We find this description in v 1: 
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In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge. 

Timothy is being  given the charge to fulfill his ministry in a very solemn environment: 

-  It is in the presence of God the Father 

- It is in the presence of God the Son 

And Paul dwells in great depth about God the Son and says the following so that 

Timothy can grasp the weight of this charge. Listen to this: 

CHRIST IS COMING TO JUDGE …..who will judge the living and the dead….. 

The Bible teaches that God has all authority and power of judgment to his Son and 

one day, we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ and give an account of 

our lives.  All men are walking towards an encounter with the living God.   

An encounter which will determine their eternal destiny.  Since all are treading this 

path towards judgment, they must be told where they are headed and how they can 

prepare for it.   

It is because Christ is coming as a judge that we too are to be passionate in fulfilling 

our ministry even right here at NC WW 

Are you diligently doing it in the light of the coming judgement? 

Do you keep your promise to be available when you said you will be? 

Will the righteous judge find you faultless when it comes to fulfilling your ministry 

commitment? 

CHRIST IS COMING QUICKLY ….and in view of his appearing … 

"Christ's last words to man were exactly this "Behold, I am coming quickly." Rev. 

22:20.   

We live in the shadow of Christ's return and our lives should be governed by this 

spirit of expectancy.  The man who is gripped by this perspective finds it difficult to 

squander his precious hours on earthly trinkets while millions of eternal souls still lie 

in the balance.   
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Like Christ, we must see the eternal value of the present hour for doing the work of 

God: "I must work the works of Him Who sent me while it is day; the night is 

coming when no one can work."  

I want to be found ready when he appears.  And Timothy is being reminded of the 

need to be found ready and if anything, to be found in the act of fulfilling God’s 

ministry.  So, kaa rada….. 

This means that you need to take life seriously. One day you will stand before the 

living God to give an account of your life. The Word of God tells us how to live so 

that we will hear, ―Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your 

Master.‖ 

CHRIST’S KINGDOM IS BEING ESTABLISHED  …. 

When he comes, he will establish his Kingdom right here on earth.  And the faithful 

who will be found alive, will reign with him for 1000 years before the final end.  So, 

you want be found busy extending his Kingdom here on earth.  That’s why I keep 

reminding those of us who are too busy to serve to watch out.  You may be delaying 

the growth of God’s Kingdom for which you will give an account.   

Thank Team IDEAS:  I take this opportunity to thank those giving leadership to this church at the 

TEAM IDEAS.  These are men & women who are extremely busy out there. And yet at short notice, they 

have been coming for meetings, answering phone calls, emails, WhatsApp and sms.  May the Lord 

graciously reward you! 

 In view of these three key unchanging facts [Christ coming as Judge, That his is 

coming soon and that His Kingdom will be established], Timothy was given the 

charge to FULFILL HIS MINISTRY  PASSIONATELY with great URGENCY…..  And I 

want to urge YOU to live to the same level of urgency as you serve your MASTER 

and soon coming JUDGE. 

 

2. WHAT IT TAKES TO MINISTER PASSIONATELY(VV 2-5)  

It is one thing to be passionate and zealous as you fulfill your ministry but it is 

another to do the right things at the right time.  And Paul, knowing how important 

that was to ministry, did not leave Timothy to guess work.  So in the next few verses 
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(2-5), he outlines what it takes to minister passionately. In fact, it is a series of five 

imperatives or rules. In a sense, Paul is telling Timothy, in order to finish strong, 

there are some principles of ministry that you MUST follow – non-negotiables 

A.  The Mission: What’s the responsibility? V 2a 

The main responsibility is to “Preach the word”. The preacher’s message should 

come out of the text and be governed by the text. ―Preach‖ means ―to herald.‖ The 

herald was the king’s messenger who relayed the king’s message to the people. He 

wasn’t free to make up his own stuff.  His job was to proclaim faithfully the king’s 

message so that the people understood it. 

There is a sad lack of that kind of biblical preaching in the pulpits today. There are 

many who just tell stories. And when they are done, they have not explained or 

applied the words of the text in its context. Others give positive, upbeat, self-help 

messages with a few verses sprinkled in for good measure.   

In view of the end times when people will be lovers of self rather than lovers of God, 

the word is what we need.  In view of the coming judgment, the word is what the 

church needs.  That’s our mission -  to preach the word. 

B. The Mood: When to Preach --  in season and out of season….2b 

"Be ready in season and out of season" is the divine duty of the soldier of 

Christ.   The soldier of Christ is to be ready for action at any time, to be "at his task" 

whether the conditions are conducive or prohibitive.  The phrase, "in season and out 

of season" means "timely, untimely."  The man of God must bring the message of 

God when it is convenient or inconvenient; when he will be favorably received or 

harshly rejected.  "Welcome or not welcome, Timothy must ever 'be on the spot' 

with the message from God."     

C. The Methods:  How to preach …correct, rebuke, and encourage  - with 

great patience and careful instruction…. 2c  

Biblical preaching should show people where their lives are not in line with God’s 

truth and help them to make the necessary corrections to obey that truth 

consistently. 
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To do this, a preacher must make an appeal to the reason of the hearers- 

“Correct.” This is a legal term that means to present your case in such a 

manner as to convince your opponent of his wrong. A preacher must present his 

case in a logically convincing manner from the Word, so that his hearers are 

persuaded that what Scripture says is right even though their behavior is wrong. 

The Holy Spirit’s task is to reprove (convict) the world concerning sin, 

righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). He does this largely through Spirit-filled 

biblical preaching. 

Second, a preacher must make an appeal to the conscience of the hearers: “Rebuke.” 

This moral aspect of preaching says, ―You are sinning against God; you need to 

repent!‖ We tend not to like that sort of thing, but it is desperately needed in our 

day of watered-down, feel good Christianity. William Barclay was right when he 

wrote (The Daily Study Bible [Westminster Press], p. 207): ―Any teacher ... whose 

teaching tends to make men think less of sin is a menace to Christianity and to 

mankind.‖ 

Third, a preacher must make an appeal to the will and emotions of the hearers - 

“Encourage.”  Some people need rebuke and some need encouragement. If you 

encourage those who need rebuking, you assist them to go on sinning. But if you 

rebuke those who need encouragement, you’ll discourage them. Someone has said 

that the Preacher’s job is to comfort the disturbed and disturb the comfortable.  

Only the Holy Spirit can take the Word and apply it individually to a congregation 

made up of all sorts of needs. 

D.  The Manner:  How to execute the message – v 2d… 

The preacher becomes the channel for the Spirit’s working when he appeals with 

“great patience and instruction.” People require time to change. They don’t 

always get it the first time around. So the preacher of the Word must say it over 

and over again as he teaches the Word of God. Patience does not mean tolerating 

open sin, but rather, bearing with people’s weaknesses. But the preacher doesn’t 

just leave the people in their weakness; he gives them careful instruction so that 
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they can grow in Christ.  Those of us who preach to the same congregation 

weekly needs this instruction even more.  People take time to change 

Illustration:  Catholic confession box:  Slapped by a priest once in my life!  Same 

sin all the times, he asked.  

E. Why the charge:   There will be non-compliance  -  vv 3-4 

3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 

their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what 

their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 

aside to myths. 

 
These 2 verses gives us a reason why we need sound doctrine in preaching.   

The Christian world abounds with unsound and unhealthy doctrines which men 

flock to hear, for the words are pleasant and always leave a man feeling good 

about himself.  But if our doctrine is "healthy" then it will often hurt!   

When a man refuses to "put up" any longer with the inevitable surgery of God's 

penetrating word, then he will forsake the skillful hands of "sound doctrine" and 

flee unhealed into the sin-riddled hands of earthly doctrines.   

The results of refusing the divine medicine for the soul ("sound doctrine") are 

now given: 

1. ACCUMULATING AN ASSORTMENT OF NON-THREATENING TEACHERS -- ". . . 

but according to their own desires, (because) they have itching ears, they will 

heap up for themselves teachers."  

These men will go through one teacher after another in their search to satisfy 

their lusts and curiosity.  In this endless pursuit they have only one primary goal in 

mind - "themselves."  Paul points out two major perversions which determine 

their selection of teachers: 

a. MORAL PERVERSION -- ". . . according to their own desires . . .  

Note the tragic reversal of God's intended plan -- instead of choosing teachers 

who will exhort them to control their lusts, they choose teachers who are in 

accordance with their own lusts, i.e. these teachers will allow and even encourage 

them to fulfill their ungodly desires. 
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b. INTELLECTUAL PERVERSION -- ". . . having itching ears."  This is a figurative 

term for "curiosity that looks for interesting and spicy bits of information" In both 

cases, the teachers who are selected are utterly non-threatening since they fail to 

proclaim anything which might challenge or confront the lifestyles of their 

listeners.  Woe to the teacher who fits this bill! "They are all dumb dogs, they 

cannot bark. . . . " Is. 56:10 

2. TURNING AWAY FROM THE TRUTH -- "and they will turn their ears away 

from the truth . . . " Under the influence of these godless teachers they turn their 

backs on their only hope for healing and continue to stumble down the road of 

doctrinal departure. 

3.  TURNING TO MYTHS --    Not content with the truth of God, they will 

turn to fiction which is inflated for easier swallowing.  

In light of this coming state of affairs (3, 4), the soldier of Christ must diligently 

wield his sword (2) while he has the opportunity. 

What  kind of messages do people crave for in our own time? 

-  Meet my needs 

- Don’t talk about sin 

- Tell me how to be succesfull 

- Don’t be negative 

- Bible Doctrine is boring 

- Theology doesn’t matter 

- Sermons are too lond 

- Make the gospel relevant 

- Tell more stories -  make me laugh 

- Tell some jokes 

- Help me feel good about myself 

- Don’t talk about Hell 

- Be positive  

- Help me with my self-esteem.  Etc.    
 

Brothers and sisters, if  I’ve never said something makes you uncomfortable or 

offended, then I’m not doing my job as a preacher! 

F. How to remain passionate and finish Strong  -   v 5 
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5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 

discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

 

When people won’t listen, the preacher must keep preaching the Word anyway. This 

is the third time in this section dealing with the difficult last days that Paul has said, 

―But you ...‖ (3:10, 14). It is a pointed reminder that a man of God must go against 

the flow, even, at times, against the ―Christian‖ flow. Paul gives four commands that 

show Timothy how to conduct his ministry even if people aren’t responsive: 

First, “Be sober” (literally, ―Don’t be drunk‖). When people get intoxicated with 

the latest winds of false doctrine, you’re the designated driver. Keep your head about 

you and continue preaching the truth. 

Second, “Endure hardship.” If you preach the truth of God’s Word, you will 

catch criticism. Harry Ironside said that he sometimes received letters from people 

who would say, “I resent your personal attack on me last Sunday. I don’t like your 

preaching; and I don’t think you had any right to expose me in the way you did. I don’t know 

who has been talking to you about me.” And invariably they closed by saying, “It’s not true.” 

His comment was, “If you throw a stone into a pack of dogs and one of them yelps, you 

know who got hit” (Timothy, Titus, & Philemon [Loizeaux Brothers], p. 236). 

Third, “Do the work of an evangelist.” In light of Timothy's spirit of timidity 

(1:7), this was a vital charge.  Timothy was to make sure that evangelism remained 

the cutting edge of his life and ministry.  It is impossible to follow Christ without 

becoming a "fisher of men." Mtt 4:19.  If we are not fishing for men, seeking to draw 

them out of the bitterly cold waters of Satan's domain, then we must question 

whether we really are following Christ.   

Finally, “Fulfill your ministry.” Paul is saying, ―Don’t bail out of the ministry and 

go into an easier line of work just because you run into opposition. Fulfill your calling 

as a preacher of God’s truth! Follow me in fighting the good fight so that you will 

finish the course‖ (4:7).   
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Note how this last image ties back to "the good deposit" of 1:14!  Timothy is to fully 

satisfy the One Who had entrusted so much to him when He returns for good. 

This satisfaction will only occur if Timothy "completely fulfills" his ministry.   

Timothy had been given a unique, divinely-designed mission on this earth (Eph. 2:10) 

and his success on earth was vitally bound up in "fully discharging" this divine mission.  

William James once wrote, "The greatest use of life is to spend it for something 

that will outlast it." It is only as we spend our lives in "fully discharging" our divinely-

appointed ministry that we realize the greatest use of this fleeting life.   

My friends, I’d like to urge to faithfully Preach the word… 

Preach the word…. 

-  If need be use words 

- On road with your driving 

- In your business ethics 

- In your parenting  

- In your marriage 

- In your dating life 

- With your workplace assignments 

- As you live with your neighbors 

- In your SMS and Social media 

Let nothing derail you… 

Let no man/woman put you asunder with your commitment to live for Christ 

Preach the word having in mind 

- We are living in the last days 

- That the Heavens are watching 

- His 2nd appearing to judge the living and the dead… 

Preach the word 

So the first charge was for Timothy to FULFILL HIS MINISTRY PASSIONATELY… 

Here is the 2nd charge …..  

II   PURSUE YOUR CROWN ZEALOSULY (VV 6-8)   

In these verses,  Paul gives his perspective on finishing strong by urging Timothy to 

pursue his crown zealously.  He uses his perspective on his past, present and future 

to urge him on…. 
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To Pursue your crown and finish strong, keep in focus Paul’s view of the present, the 

past, and the future. 

1. To finish Strong, keep in focus Paul’s view of the present (4:6) 

6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is 

near. 

Three key words here will help us finish well: reproduction, sacrifice, and departure. 

A. Reproduction: Paul could finish well because he had reproduced himself in 

others. 

Dying is easier when you know that you’re leaving behind a number of people who 

can carry on with Christ because of your influence. Each of us needs to ask 

ourselves, ―Am I working on that task?‖ I am talking about obeying Jesus’ Great 

Commission, to make disciples of others. Do you have “young Timothys?” 

You can begin at home -  with your children and then to extended family then 

friends.   

Beyond your immediate family, you ought to have a vision for reproducing yourself in 

the lives of others. Godly men should be handing off the faith to younger men in the 

faith (2 Tim. 2:2). Godly women should be training younger women in the things of 

God (Titus 2:3-5). When you’re gone, there should be others who will carry on with 

Christ because of your influence. 

B. Sacrifice: Paul could finish strong because he viewed his life as an offering to 

God. 

Paul did not view his execution as a cruel tragedy or as unfair treatment in view of 

his many years of dedicated service. Rather, he saw it as the culminating offering of a 

sacrificial life.  

His whole life had been a living sacrifice presented unto God. Now, his death would 

be the drink offering poured on top of that (Phil. 2:17). 

This means that to finish strong, you need to view all of your life as an act of 

sacrificial worship to God. As Paul put it  in Rom. 12:1:  
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―Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and 

holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”  

You don’t serve Christ in order to get praise and acclaim from others. You serve 

Christ as an act of worship towards Him.   

In language similar to our text, Paul told the Ephesian elders  in Acts 20:24:   

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and 

complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me —the task of testifying to the good news of 

God's grace.  

If you have inflated notions of your own importance, you will not finish well. All of us 

should view ourselves and all of our service as a sacrificial offering to God. 

C. Departure: Paul could finish strong because he viewed his impending death as a 

departure. 

―The time of my departure has come‖ (4:6). In the Bible, death is never cessation of 

existence, but rather, a separation of the soul from the body. It is departure. The 

Greek word that Paul used was a vivid one. It was used to describe the unyoking 

of an animal from a plow or cart.  Death means the end of our labors and toils in 

this life.  

It was also used for loosening the bonds of a prisoner.  

Death is a release from the bonds of this corruptible body.  

It was also used for loosening the ropes of a soldier’s tent. This suggests that at 

death, the battle is over, victory is won, and we are headed home.  

The word was also used for loosening the anchorage ropes of a ship. At death 

our earthly ship leaves the shores of this stormy earth and puts in at the always-calm 

port of heaven.  

If you have Paul’s view of death as departure, you will be able to finish without fear 

and even with anticipation, knowing that to depart and be with Christ is much better 

(Phil. 1:23). You will be able to say with him (Phil. 1:21), ―For to me, to live is Christ 

and to die is gain.‖ So to finish strong, keep in focus Paul’s view of the present: 
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present ministry is reproduction; present life is a sacrifice to God; and, impending 

death is a departure to be with Christ. 

2.  To finish strong, keep in focus Paul’s view of the past (4:7). 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

Paul was able to look back on his past in Christ and say confidently that he had done 

well. He is not implying that there had not been mistakes or times of 

discouragement—of course there had been. But through all of the problems and 

trials, Paul had stayed in the race. He could say, ―I’ve done what God called me to 

do!‖ To be able to join Paul in saying that at the end of our lives, we must be able to 

make his three statements in verse 7: 

A. “I have fought the good fight” (4:7a). 

When you come to the end of your life, will you be able to look back and say, ―I have 

been involved in the struggle for the cause of Christ‖? Paul is using an athletic 

metaphor, either of a wrestling match or a race. It conveys that the Christian life is 

not a Sunday School picnic, but rather, a struggle against the forces of evil. It is not 

just any fight, but the good fight, the fight of the gospel of Jesus Christ for the glory of 

God and the salvation of souls. 

Can you say, ―I am currently involved in the struggle for the cause of Christ?‖  

B. “I have finished the race” (4:7b). 

―I have not dropped out of the race.‖ Paul is referring to a long race.  

We all know those who began the Christian life with a flourish of activity and 

enthusiasm. Maybe they even went into full-time ministry. But when trials and 

disappointments hit, they dropped out. Sometimes, we need to take a break from 

serving to be refreshed and renewed. But then we need to get back in the race. Of 

course, we never should take a break from walking with the Lord.  We can never for 

instance take a break from faithfulness….. the consequences can be disastrous…. 

So make up your mind to hang in with the Lord through the tough times, so that you 

can look back at the end and say with Paul, ―I have finished the race.‖ 
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C. “I have kept the faith” (4:7c). 

―I have guarded the truth about Christ.‖ Several times in these letters to Timothy, 

Paul has talked about ―the deposit‖ that Timothy is to guard (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 

1:12, 14). He was referring to the truth of the gospel, the core doctrines of the 

Christian faith. When Paul says that he has kept the faith, he means that he has 

carefully guarded the truth about Jesus Christ that God had entrusted to him. He had 

not bought into any of the many errors about Christ that were circulating in his day. 

His life and his teaching had held to sound doctrine. 

You can’t keep a faith that you are unclear about. To be able to look back on your 

life and echo Paul’s words, ―I have kept the faith,‖ you need to be clear on the 

essentials of that faith.  

But he also looked to the future: 

3. To finish strong, keep in focus Paul’s view of the future (4:8). 

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

will award to me on that day —and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 

appearing. 

Paul could finish strong in spite of his dismal circumstances because he had secure 

hope for the future. There are two aspects of Paul’s future hope: 

A. Paul could finish strong because he hoped to meet the Lord, the righteous Judge. 

You may think that that sounds more like dread than hope! While there ought to be 

an element of awe and fear when we think of standing before the Lord, the prevailing 

emotion that we should have is expectant hope. The world, if they even think about 

standing before the righteous Judge, should be filled with dread. But Christians should 

love His appearing. Here’s why: Paul wrote (Rom. 8:1), ―Therefore there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.‖  

If your trust is in Jesus Christ as Savior, you do not need to fear the final judgment. 

The reason that you will not be condemned on judgment day is not because you have 

earned it by being a good person. Rather, it is that by His death on the cross, Jesus 

Christ satisfied God’s perfect righteousness.  
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B. Paul could finish strong because he lived in view of that day. 

He looked forward to a crown of righteousness which was to be awarded to the 

victors. 

Not all received this crown, but only those who won (1 Cor. 9:24-25).  

"Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 

such a way that you may obtain it.  And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate 

in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 

crown." I Cor. 9:24, 25 

The Bible teaches that while salvation is a free gift, God will reward us on the basis of 

our service for Him  (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10), and these rewards will differ among 

believers. Some will have their works burned up, because they were not founded 

upon Christ, but they will be saved yet so as through fire. Others will receive a 

reward for their works (1 Cor.3: 10-15). 

Illustration 

I read of a journalist who was in charge of the obituaries. One day when he didn’t 

have any deaths to record, he put a sheet of blank paper in his typewriter and wrote 

his own name at the top. He then found himself writing his own obituary: ―I have 

been a good husband and a fine father. I have contributed to a number of worthy 

causes. I have left a reputation of absolute integrity. My friends are many.‖ By the 

time he had finished the page, he had already committed himself to the task of living 

up to his own obituary (told by Robert Mounce, Pass it On [Regal Books], p. 153). 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Video of a Kenyan who crossed the line crawling.    

 

Pray 


