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FACE OFF  
 

INTRODUCTION  

WELCOME:  May I take this opportunity to welcome each of you to this 2nd service 

of 2016. Good Morning and Happy New Year! 

 

I hope and trust that you’ve had a fantastic and memorable time over the last couple 

of weeks and you celebrated with family and friends not only the coming of our 

Saviour Jesus Christ but also the start of a brand new year 2016. 

 

PRAY 

Well it’s that time of year again when in a fit of optimism many of us make great 

promises to ourselves about what we are going to do in the New Year that we 

usually abandon about the second week in January. 

Let’s be honest now. 

How many of you kept to the diet? 

How many of you actually kept going to the gym past February in 2015? 

So I am not the only one, am I? 

Well this year I am determined it’s going to be different. 

Instead of making resolutions, I have decided to first of all FaceOff with what I 

failed to do in 2015. 
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It is a journey that I’d like to invite you to be part of as we kick off the series in this 

church. 

This morning I want to talk to you about  some commitments which I guarantee will 

make a radical difference in my life and your life if you follow through on them. 

In fact, what I want to do is to offer to you a way of starting the New Year which 

could significantly change your life. 

Here is what I want to suggest to you: if you will make four commitments that God 

in His Word encourages you to make I guarantee you that the start of 2016 could 

become one of the most significant events in your life. 

New Year instead of being simply about having a few days off, if you will follow God’s 

advice, could become a way for you the gate way to have a better life. I want to 

challenge you to make 4 new commitments for this New Year. 

We have therefore coined this 4 part series as  FACE OFF 

The first 4 letters stand for: 

FAILURE -  Past Failure 

ATTITUDE – Grudges  with people  

CHARACTER -  Resolve to say NO to Sin and Transgressions 

EXIT STRATEGY -  Future Plans -  Repentance; Surrender; reboot; return to God 
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I’d like us to FaceOff with each of these aspects of our lives by looking at how 2015 

was with a view to living a better and more fruitful life in 2016. 

Our first FaceOff action for 2016 is …… 

 

I  FORGET PAST FAILURE 

WHAT IS FAILURE? 

I gave a serious thought to how I can define failure in such a way that no one will FAIL 

to understand what we are talking about. 

So here it is: 

 

Failure can be defined as the inability to measure up to (a)certain standard(s) 

which are either explicitly stated or implicit in our relationships and 

circumstances. 

Simply put: Failure being unable to meet some goals, expectations or standards. 

And with that definition, if you reflect on 2015 then you and I must have failed in so 

many ways -  both real or imagined. 

 

I think I should break it down to some manageable portions….. 

What are the dimensions or parameters of failure? 
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VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF FAILURE 

Failure manifests itself in various forms including…..(borrowed from Sam Mwangi) 

At a personal level, we experience failure when through acts of commission or 

omission, we fail to meet our own and the expectations of others. This can be in any 

field. Most of us struggle with failure at this level much of the time. Failure at this 

level is crippling because it causes us to question our sense of worth/esteem/value), 

our competence and our ability to satisfy and live at peace with others.  I suspect this 

happened to you a lot in 2015 

At the interpersonal level, our failure through deliberate action, presumption, 

omission or sometimes indifference impinges negatively on others -   a spouse, a 

family member or a close friend.  

This kind of failure is the root cause of interpersonal conflicts. It destroys 

relationships.  

Many of you may have witnessed this in several ways in 2015. 

At a third level, failure occurs when we or people over whom we have no direct 

relationship or influence over do or fail to do things through either malice, 

indifference, or good intentions which however mutate to harm our persons, our 

loved ones or things/interests we hold dear and close to our hearts. At this level, 

failure is painful because we feel helpless in the face of the vicissitudes of life. Because 

of the accumulated pain, this kind of failure can often result in large-scale, spectacular 
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and tragic explosion of violence. Failure at this level is the primary cause of 

communal, national and international conflicts. 

Finally, failure has a spiritual dimension; This is where we fail in our endeavor 

to relate well with God. This somehow, is the root cause of failure in other spheres. 

 

In summary:   Where and how have we failed? 

A.  Failing God 

1.  In honoring God 

2. In serving God with our talents and gifts 

3. In cultivating a relationship with God 

B.  Failure at  family level 

1.  Parents have failed their children 

2. Children have failed their parents 

3. People have failed their partners 

4. Siblings have failed to meet standards  

C. Failure in our relationships with others 

1.  We have hurt our friends 

2. Our friends have failed us 

3. As a result there are so many broken/dysfunctional relationships 

D. Failure in the community 

1.  We have failed to be responsible citizens 
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2. Our neighbors have issues with us 

E. Failure at our workplace 

F. Failed ourselves 

-  Morally 

- Spiritually 

- Socially 

- Emotionally 

- And otherwise……. 

And now, we have branded ourselves as failures because of these things.  Do we 

have to do that?  NOT AT ALL! 

 

There are others in the Bible who failed and never woke up from their failure 

But there are also others who failed dismally but thankfully, that was not the end of 

their story.   

They rose up again and forgot their past and curved out a new path for themselves.   

They decided to FACEOFF with their past failures… 

-  Ruth  -  overcame widowhood 

- Esther – overcame intricate and elaborate plans to annihilate the Jews 

- Elijah -  went thru a life & ministry threatening depression. He wanted to die 

- Moses -  looked like he’d failed in every way possible 

- David -  failed miserably before he became a man after God’s heart 

- Gideon – failed too 

- Paul  -  failed so many times 
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The Bible says we should forget the past…… and strain for what’s ahead.  Never give 

up! 

Personally 

I have met many people who failed in 2015…  I have met very many.  Fortunately, 

they are not here in this church! 

In 2015, I met….. 

 

People who failed in their financial deals and businesses  

People who failed in keeping up with their health due to lack of discipline in diet 

People who made bad decisions as far as relationships are concerned.  They 

are now left with broken hearts and feelings 

People caught up in addictions due to bad choices 

People who failed God and are now living as though they never knew God’s grace 

even an inch 

People who are so impossible to love because they are a mess in the way they 

relate 

People who cannot forgive themselves because they not only failed themselves 

but also failed the community they live in…. 

The question therefore is… 

HOW CAN WE OVERCOME PAST FAILURE? 
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If 2015 was to be the model year to determine people’s destiny in eternity, I know so 

many who would not make it to Heaven.  Why?   They not only abandoned the 

discipline to nurture their faith and so shipwrecked their faith, but they also gave up 

anything to do with God.   These people made some weird decisions.  They made 

wrong choices spiritually speaking. 

What can they do? 

 

I’m sure you too know a lot of people who are in this category. Don’t you? 

What should people like that do? 

 

This morning, I bring to you one simple truth from the Scriptures that can help us 

with our past failures especially the most recent ones of 2015 

Here it is… 

Phil 3:12-14 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 

press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 

thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  

14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
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FORGET WHAT IS  BEHIND YOU…..STRAIN TO WHAT IS AHEAD  

 

May I suggest two ways to overcome our past failures that this passage of scripture 

brings out… 

1.  FORGET WHAT IS BEHIND  YOU 

All of us have failed in some way in our lives over the last year. 

For many of us our failures are painful memories. Maybe for you it is a memory of 

how you failed in a relationship. You made the wrong decisions, said and did the 

wrong things and the relationship ended.  

 

Some of you who are parents probably know that you failed your children in some 

way, many of us are aware that we have failed our parents and it’s more than likely 

that many of us know that most of all we have failed ourselves in some ways. 

What God’s Word is saying is that we must not allow ourselves to be 

bogged down by our past failures.  

That we don’t have to dwell on our past failures.  We must however acknowledge 

that we actually failed.    I think that the start of New Year is a good time for you to 

rise to that challenge.  

 

To say to yourself I am going to, with help of God, forget my past.  
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I am going to stop torturing myself about what I did or didn’t do. This New Year is a 

good time to stop being chained to your past failures. God is saying here in His 

Word that he doesn’t want you to go through your life branding yourself as a failure.  

It does not matter how complicated the past may have been.  You are not being 

asked to unclutter it first.  The word of the Lord this morning is that you FORGET 

THE PAST FAILURE AND LEAVE IT BEHIND. 

Do you need to do that? Right here this morning do you need to accept Jesus 

forgiveness and then forgive yourself? 

 

2.  PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL 

But there is a 2nd action you and I need to do as far as FACING OFF with our failures 

is concerned. 

The Bible says we need to press on toward the Goal for which we have been called. 

 

One song that comes to mind is … 

I’m pressing on to the mark of a high calling  

I’m pressing on to reach my goal 

I’m pressing to the mark of a high calling 

I press, I press, I press 

I will never give up, I will never give up X2 

I press, I press I press 



Luke Jaoko @ NC WW 10th Jan 2016:  FORGET PAST FAILURE                                   Page 11 of 13 
  

Brothers and sisters, if you found yourself in many tough situations in 2015, then this 

is your opportunity to PRESS ON.  DON’T GIVE UP. 

There must have been lots of lessons leant from the failures of 2015 and giving up 

now betrays the significance of those lessons for you and for the church.   

 

EXAMPLES OF THOSE WHO HAVE FAILED IN THE PAST 

1.  Thomas Edison – Before he invented the storage battery, he failed 40,000 

times.  His fellow scientists wondered why he was not giving up. He told them 

that with his invention, he now knew 39,999 ways of how not to produce a 

battery  

2. Albert Einstein -  He did not speak until he was 4 years old and didn’t read 

until he was seven.  His teacher described him as “mentally slow, unsociable, 

and adrift forever in his foolish dreams.”  He was expelled and denied 

admission to Zurich Polytechnic school. The University of Bern turned down 

his PhD dissertation as being irrelevant and fanciful. 

But:  All these did not stop him from being the father of inventions in 

Physics 

3. The Wright brothers were laughed at for several years before they 

successfully soared to the skies with their maiden flight in the first airplane 

ever.  Before that, nobody else had ever flown an airplane.   
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4. Henry Ford:  US President who failed severally to win any elective post but 

finally became the president. 

5. Dr Suess’ first children’s book, And to think That I Saw it on Mulberry Street, 

was rejected by 27 publishers.  The 28th publisher, Vanguard press, sold 6 

million copies of the book. 

6. Mwai Kibaki - contested 2 times and failed but won in his 3rd attempt!  May 

be there is hope for some politicians as well. 

7. I know of a young man who has now been married for almost 19 years but 

before that, he went thru a series of failed relationships. He never gave up.   

Brothers and sisters, there is hope for each of us who failed miserable in 2015 in one 

way or the other.  Just KEEP PRESSING ON.  Don’t give up! 

You cannot build your future success if you cling to the past failures.  You must reach 

a point of letting go the past failures in order to embrace what is ahead. 

 

But if you cherish the past with a zealous sentimental attachment, there is NO HOPE 

for you in 2016 

 

Never give up!  Don’t settle for the results of past failures in 2015.  They will Not 

and CANNOT determine your 2016.  AMEN! 

I don’t know about you but I have made up my mind not to carry the baggage of 

failures in 2015 into this New Year 
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I have made up my mind to FaceOff and Press on without the heavy weights of 

2015 

I want to leave them behind never to be retrieved anymore.   

I’m asking the Lord to bury them in the sea of forgetfulness.    

 

CONCLUSION 

Isa 43: 18-19 

18 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  

19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 

way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 

 

Let me invite each of us to embrace this great opportunity to forget the past failures 

of 2015 and rise up to a new horizon that the Lord has promised in his word today. 

 

Are you ready to “see the new thing?”  Then don’t dwell on the past 

Are you ready to perceive what the Lord has in store for you?  Then let go and let 

God. 

PRAY 


