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SERIES:  FACEOFF 

 

II  LIFTED BY ATTITUDE 
Gen 37:22-27 & 50:20 

 

RECAP:  Last week, we kicked off our series by underscoring the need to FACEOFF 

with our issues in 2015 so we can have a fresh start in 2016.  I pray and hope that we 

are all prepared to do that this season.  The Key lessons in this FACEOFF series is 

found in the acronym FACE namely 

The first 4 letters stand for: 

FAILURE -  Past Failure 

ATTITUDE – Grudges  with people  

CHARACTER -  Resolve to say NO to Sin and Transgressions 

EXIT STRATEGY -  Future Plans -  Repentance; Surrender; reboot; return to God 

 

We continue with the series and today I bring to you the 2nd aspect of our commitment 

to FACEOFF….. 

 

INTRODUCTION - In this sermon we will look at the life of Joseph. It‘s an amazing 

story, the kind of story that dreams are built on. After many unexpected twists and 

turns, and thirteen years of toil and affliction, God blessed Joseph in an unimaginable 
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way! As a result, he became the second most powerful man in Egypt (Genesis 41:41-44), 

and thereafter, God blessed Joseph with two sons (Genesis 41:50). He named his 

second son Ephraim, which had the meaning of being ‗fruitful through affliction‘ (Genesis 

41:52). The word 'affliction" is translated 'suffering' or ‗trouble‘ in the NIV. 

 

Let‟s look at three „afflictions‟ Joseph went through in the period between the ages 

of 17 – 30, and how God helped him overcome the walls  and how he became fruitful at 

every stage, culminating in him becoming Pharaoh‘s top Executive and Egypt‘s highest 

civil servant.  

In fact, this is also a lesson on how we can become fruitful in the midst of affliction if we 

have the right attitude.   The story begins at Genesis 37:2 when Joseph was just 17 

years old 

 

What afflictions are you going through right now? How are you reacting to it? Can you 

have faith that the God of Joseph will come through for you? 

What kinds of afflictions or troubles did you go through in 2015?  What kind of attitude 

did those afflictions leave you with?    

 

Brothers and sisters, each of us have encountered situations where we just felt like 

throwing in the towel. We felt like the whole world was against us. We felt like no 

matter what we did things would turn out bad. We‘ve often said to ourselves, ―No 
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matter what I do things still won‘t change‖. Or we feel that we have gotten so far down 

that there is nothing that can bring us up. Friends, I want you to know this morning that 

this is not so.   

It is true Joseph was fruitful in his afflictions but to get there, he had to FACEOFF with 

and overcome three WALLS…..  We too are asked to do the same as we:    

1) OVERCOME THE WALL OF REJECTION 

Genesis  37 covers this part of this story, as Joseph‘s brothers take revenge on him 

because of their envy (Genesis 37:4-5) and reject him through betrayal (Genesis 37:12-

31). It all began because of the favored status Jacob placed on Joseph (Genesis 37: 3, 4), 

over all the other sons. This favor included making Joseph a very special ‗coat of many 

colors‘ and using him to spy on his brothers (37:2).  

Joseph‟s status now was that of being the „favorite son‟. 

To make matters worse, Joseph foolishly began to boast about his revolutionary dreams, 

where one day he would rule over his entire family (Genesis 37:5-7,9). The envy and 

hatred that was simmering in the hearts of his brothers had now reached boiling point 

with trouble about to burst! (Genesis 37: 8, 11) 

 

As we read further in Genesis 37, the brothers got their opportunity for revenge and 

initially planned to kill Joseph (Genesis 37:18-20). But, thanks to the intervention of 
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Reuben (37:21-22) and Judah (37:26-27), they put him in a cistern and decided to sell 

him off as a slave.  

Verse 25 says that they actually started to have a meal while he was in the cistern!! 

Eventually they sold him off to a band of Midianite merchants who in turn sold him in 

Egypt to Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh‘s guard (37:36). 

 

Because of his brothers‘ rejection and betrayal, Joseph had lost all his rights, and was 

now a slave. One can only imagine the pain and loneliness this young man went through. 

It is certain that he would have been treated harshly by the slave-traders.  

HOW DID HE OVERCOME  REJECTION? 

The first solution comes from his story in Gen 39 

I  HE DEPENDED ON GOD‟S FAVOR 

God however was with Joseph and gave him favor with Potiphar (39:4), who 

began to see the unique faith, wisdom and skills this young Hebrew slave possessed 

(39:2-3). 

 

Joseph‘s status had changed from being ‗favorite son‘ to being ‗favorite slave‘. 

As a result, Potiphar now put Joseph in charge of his entire household and of everything 

he owned (39:4). God in turn blessed Potiphar‘s household in abundance, because of 

Joseph (39:5-6). Similarly, even in our afflictions, God can still make us a blessing to 

others! 
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Joseph‘ status had now changed even further. He had moved from being ‗favorite son‘ to 

‗favorite slave‘ and was now Potiphar‘s ‗favorite Executive‘ (CEO of Potiphar 

Enterprises?).  

 

God had made him „fruitful through rejection‟!  

That‘s God‘s favor in a very unique way.   

Friend, rejection is always painful, especially when the blow comes from someone we 

have loved or someone we have helped.  

I don‘t know how last year was for you.  I suspect some of you went thru a very long 12 

months of feeling rejected by loved ones -  family, significant others, spouse, extended 

family, etc.   

The pain that comes with rejection sometimes makes people develop an attitude of 

VICTIM MENTALITY 

As a result some people have gone to the extent of giving up everything including their 

faith.  

 

Maybe you are going through rejection right now in your marriage, in a relationship, in 

your workplace and the pain has become unbearable.   And perhaps you‘ve waited for 

God‘s favor to cover you but so far, no signs are in the horizon.   

Well, there is a 2nd opportunity for overcoming rejection ….. 
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II  HE DISPENSED FORGIVESS GENEROUSLY  

Joseph decided not to blame his brothers.  He did not hold any grudges against them. 

He forgave them! 

The Bible says in Col 3:13 (NIV) 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 

another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 

God in those words is challenging you directly and personally to give up your grudges or 

grievances. That is what he means when he says forgive each other whatever grievances 

you may have against one another.  

What‟s a grudge?  

A grudge is a deep ongoing resentment that we cultivate in our hearts against someone 

else (Technical definition) 

(Biblical definition):  A grudge is an unforgiving spirit that leads to unforgiving 

attitudes and unforgiving actions. 

Now I know you know what I am talking about.  

Harboring a grudge is about nursing a dislike for someone.  

What you need to know is that grudges are dangerous because they are destructive.  

Grudges destroy marriages.  

Grudges break up families.   It sure could have broken Jacob‘s family.   
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Grudges ruin friendships. Last year, there were so many friendship graves as a result of 

grudges or grievances. 

Grudges split churches.  

Grudges can ruin a ministry in a church! 

Today if you know you are holding a grudge against someone then God has something 

to say to you. He says “give it up.” It does not matter how painful it was/is.  Give it 

up.   

ILLUSTRATION – In 1 Samuel 23, there is a story of how David rescued the city of Keilah 

from the Philistines. King Saul subsequently found out that David was in Keilah and decided to 

surround the city and capture him. When David heard about this, he inquired of the Lord as to 

whether the people of Keilah, the very ones that he had saved, would hand him over to Saul. To 

his dismay, the Lord revealed that they would surely betray him. Talk about rejection and 

ingratitude!!! The Lord however saved David, taught him to rise above ingratitude, and made 

him fruitful as we know so well. 

 

I want to remind you that grudges are not just destructive they are also self-destructive.  

When you hold a grudge against someone you will hurt yourself as much and perhaps 

more than you will hurt the person you are holding it against. 

 

Make no mistake about it, if you keep harboring a grudge then it will eventually destroy 

you, if not physically, certainly emotionally and spiritually. It will make you a bitter and 

twisted person.  
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Do you remember that parable that Jesus told about the servant who was forgiven a 

huge debt by the king and then refused to forgive someone else a tiny amount? Jesus 

said his unforgiving spirit landed him in prison.  

Max Luxcado  makes this interesting comment in one his books. He says, 

“Unforgiving servants always end up in prison. Prisons of anger, guilt and 

depression. Max Luxcado   

God says to you in His word ―don‘t sentence yourself to prison.‖ Set yourself free. Give 

up your grudges ―forgive each other whatever grievances you may have against one 

another.‖  

Yes you may have been rejected by people who should not have done it.  But now, you 

have to choose what kind of attitude you will hold onto now that you, like Joseph, must 

FACEOFF with REJECTION. 

ILLUSTRATION:  This past week we were confronted by a story of a lady who faced 

a very deep level of rejection:  Her husband left her to marry their adopted daughter.  I 

cannot imagine how much pain she felt before she reached her turning point. 

I don‘t like the story, but at least I like the ending.   She chose to forgive her husband 

and her daughter.  What a great place to be at.  She is a believer so she decided to 

forgive them as the Lord forgave her!  Would you? 

 

I am absolutely certain that there are people here who need to give up their grudges 

and forgive the grievance they have against someone else. 
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Some of you need to forgive the grievance you have against your parents for what they 

did or didn‘t do.  May be you feel rejected by them for one reason or another. 

Some of you need to forgive your children for the same reason.   

Children can also reject parents! 

Some of you need to forgive a partner for emotional or physical abuse. 

Some of you need to give up the grudge you have against someone at work because of 

the way they have treated you. 

Some of you probably need to give up grudges you have against other people in this 

congregation. 

God says that that deep-seated resentment you have against that person has to go. 

What better time to make that difficult decision to forgive than the start of a new year? 

Now don‘t tell God you can‘t forgive, because what you really mean when you say that 

is that you won‘t forgive. If Christ can forgive you your sin despite it involving the pain 

of the cross then surely you can give up your grievance whatever the cost? 

 So first, we have to overcome the wall of rejection.   

But secondly, we must …. 

2  OVERCOME THE WALL OF FALSE ACCUSATION  

As Joseph began to prosper in Potiphar‘s household, a new and serious challenge was 

building up. Potiphar‘s wife began to get attracted to the handsome Joseph and tried to 

seduce him (39:6-7). Soon, he was facing consistent sexual harassment at the workplace 
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(39:10).  I know some of you may identify with Joseph!   

Eventually, when she thought she had trapped him into a compromising situation, Joseph 

ran away (39:11-12) because he did not want to either disobey God or his Boss (39:8-9). 

As a result, Potiphar‘s wife executed her full revenge on him through falsely accusing 

him of trying to molest her (39:13-19).  

Because of her false accusation, Joseph was unjustly thrown into prison! (39:20). 

 

The cutting wounds of false accusations come to all of us at some time or another. 

Character assassination is one of the most difficult challenges anyone can face. It's also 

amazing how such false accusations can travel with lightning speed.  

HOW TO OVERCOME FALSE ACCUSATION 

I  TRUST IN THE LORD 

How we handle it will determine how fruitful we will be through it. You don‘t find 

Joseph grumbling or complaining.  

Instead, he trusted in the Lord and the Bible says that the Lord was with Joseph and 

made him fruitful in the midst of his affliction (39:20-21).  

Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's 

prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD 

was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the 

prison warden. 
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He will be with us too.  Have you been falsely accused?  The Lord will NOT abandon 

you.  He will be on your side to the end.   He never fails. He is a faithful Judge.   

We must abandon ourselves at his feet and trust in HIM alone. 

 

Joseph now found favor with the prison warden, who in turn made him the chief 

Administrator for all management operations and labor control in the prison! (39:21-23) 

 

Joseph‘s status had changed once again. He had gone from being ‗favorite son‘ to 

‗favorite slave‘, to ‗favorite executive‘, and was now the ‗favorite prisoner‖! 

He became fruitful by overcoming the wall of false accusation. 

 

BUT GOD … 

There is one phrase used some 43 times in Scripture that  carries a lot of meaning for 

some of you here today. And that phrase is ….. 

“BUT, GOD”!  

This small two-word phrase communicates a tremendous message to all that hear it. It 

is God‘s response to Satan‘s challenge! It is the bottom line! It is the last word!  

 

―But, God”, when viewed in relation to the challenges of life, is what up is to down; 

what life is to death; what in is to out. ―But, God‖ stands totally opposed to the negative 

roar of the world. The world says no — ―But, God‖ says yes! The world says can‘t — 

―But, God‖ says can! The world says won‘t: ―But, God‖ says will! The world says stop 
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— ―But, God‖ says go! The world says don‘t — ―But, God‖ says do!  

 

The world says defeat — ―But, God‖ says victory! ―But, God‖ climbs the highest 

mountain; crosses the darkest valley; and sings songs of victory in the midnight hour! 

―But, God‖ exclaims, ―I‘m going to the enemy‘s camp and I‘ll take back what he stole 

from me!‖  

―But, God‖ is courageous, confident and conclusive!‖ Brothers and sisters you have to 

realize that I‘m speaking to you this morning from God‘s perspective!  

Too many times we look at things through our own eyes and can only see failure. Too 

many times we are falsely accused and we see no way out.  “But, God” tells us to look 

at it as God sees it! Those who are NOT fully trusting in God end up saying ….. 

GOD, BUT! 

Brothers and sisters I‘m encouraging you this morning to put your Kingdom glasses on 

and see things as God sees them! I want you to know it‘s not over until God says it‘s 

over!  

ILLUST: Sometimes when we go to a sporting event or watch it on TV, if our team is not 

winning as the end draws near we leave before it’s over not knowing that we might see a 

miraculous ending!  

I’ve come to urge you brothers and sisters to stay for the entire game — wait until the last 

seconds tick off the clock; wait until the “home team” has had its chance! Wait until the last 

shot is made! If you quit too soon, you’ll leave before victory is seen!  
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I want to tell you this morning that the jury may still be out in your situation — all the 

votes are not in -- the final whistle is not gone yet— God hasn‘t had His final say!  

 

You must put your full trust in God in the midst of false accusation like 

Joseph did. 

 

I can hear Joseph saying, ―My brothers, my own flesh have betrayed me and sold me as a 

slave. My master‘s wife has accused me and caused me to fall out of favor with him and 

have me thrown in jail. Yes to the average man it might have seemed quite bleak. But 

Joseph knew that no matter what was thrown at him, no matter what was done to him, 

no matter how Satan attacked, the God he served, would allow him to say ―I may be 

down now, “But, God”!  

Brothers and sisters that is the type of ATTITUDE that we need in the church 

today! We need to understand that no matter what we may go through, no 

matter how bad things might get, no matter how the enemy may attack us, 

always remember It may look dark now, “But, God”! 

 

You see the devil always tries to bring confusion when there is order. If good things are 

happening he wants to break it down. The devil thinks he has it all worked out, ―But, 

God‖! He Thought He Could Stop the Plan of God! ―BUT, GOD‖! He Thought He 

Could Stop the People of God, ―BUT, GOD‖! All of us used to be just as those in the 

world! Our lives expressing the evil within us, doing every wicked thing that our 
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passions or our evil thoughts might lead us into!  

Brothers and sisters we started out bad, being born with evil natures, and were under 

God‘s anger just like everyone else! ―But, God‖ is so rich in mercy; he loved us so much 

that even though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our sins, he gave us back our 

lives again when he raised Christ from the dead--only by his undeserved favor have we 

ever been saved and lifted us up from the grave into glory along with Christ, where we 

sit with him in the heavenly realms--all because of what Christ Jesus did!  

Friends, this God is the lifter of our heads! He‘s an amazing God. 

 

Brothers and sisters I‘m just trying to tell you this morning that no matter what the 

situation, no matter how bad it might look, no matter how bad you have been, no 

matter whether it is day or night; remember that whatever comes, ―But, God‖!  

This is not the time to say ―GOD, BUT‖   rather it is the time to remember that, BUT 

GOD! 

 

Satan says, ―you can‘t make it on your own‖….―But, God‖ says, ―If I am for you I am 

more than the world against you‖! 

Satan says, ―Hold on to all your problems for no one can help you‖….―But, God‖ says, 

―cast all you cares on me for I care for you‖! 

Satan says, ―Take the easy way out‖…. ―But, God‖ says, ―the race is not given to the 

swift or to the strong but to the one that endures until the end‖! 

 

Satan says that your enemies have you surrounded come out with your hands up‖ and 

surrender …. ―But, God‖ says, ―I‘ll make your enemies your footstool‖!  And he further 

says, “ I will prepare a table before you in the presence of your enemies” -  Yes, even the 
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ones who falsely accuse you. 

Satan says, ―There‘s nothing else the doctors can do‖…. ―But, God‖ says, I can change 

the prognosis‖! 

Satan says, ―I will make you a slave to sin‖…. ―But, God‖ says, ―for God so loved the 

world that He gave His only Son‖! 

Satan says, ―I‘ll take your Son and hold Him in the Grave‖…. ―But, God‖ says, ―After 

three days He will rise again‖! 

Satan says, ―I‘ve got Him now‖…. ―But, God‖ says, ―Death where‘s you sting, grave 

where‘s you victory‖?!  

What I‘m I trying to say?   

Our main source of accusation and false accusation is the Devil.  But, God….. 

Brothers and sisters don‘t listen to the lies and disparaging words of our enemy! Realize 

that God has the final word!  

See things from the Father‘s perspective! Incline your ear and hear ―But, God‖! Satan 

says defeat, ―but, God‖ says victory! Satan says disease, ―but, God‖ says healing! Satan 

says hate, ―but, God‖ says love! Satan says destruction, ―But, God‖ says restoration! 

Satan says division, ―But, God‖ says unity! Satan says abandonment, ―but, God‖ says 

redemption!   O my…..  O my….  This is very encouraging to me. 

So apart from overcoming the walls of rejection and false accusation, there is 

a final wall to overcome…..  

3 OVERCOME THE WALL OF  BEING FORGOTTEN 

As the story continues in Chapter 40, the king‘s chief cupbearer and chief baker were 

thrown into the same prison as Joseph for what could have been a possible assassination 
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attempt on the king (40:1-3). They thus came under Joseph‘s influence (vs 4). Sometime 

later, they both had dreams and when they were troubled over the dreams, Joseph 

interpreted them accurately (vs 4-19).  

The end result was that the chief cupbearer was restored back to his position, while the 

chief baker was executed, exactly as Joseph predicted (vs 20-22).  

In verses 14-15, we find Joseph pleading with the chief cupbearer to speak to the king 

on his behalf, once he is released, stating his innocence to the accusation brought against 

him.  

Sadly, verse 23 tells us,  

“the chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him”.  

In fact, his forgetfulness lasted 2 long years! However, Joseph was learning to be fruitful 

through the affliction of being forgotten. He determined to scale that wall of being 

forgotten.   

 

What about you? Have your efforts and your hard work or a promise made, been 

forgotten, maybe by your boss or some members in your family? Maybe a close friend? 

Maybe your labor in the ministry seems to have been forgotten by others.  

Do you feel that maybe the Lord has forgotten you? Be patient and keep trusting the 

Lord and He will lift you up at the right time. He will never forget you! 

Thankfully, when Pharaoh had a couple of bad dreams two years later and none of his 

wise men could interpret the dreams (41:1-8), the chief cupbearer‘s memory came alive 
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again (41:9-13). This resulted in him recommending Joseph‘s ability to interpret dreams 

to the king, and the rest is history. While most people search for the 'right contacts' at 

Conferences, Seminars and other events, it is significant, as a man of God said, that 

Joseph found his contact inside a prison!!  

God may do the same for you in unexpected ways and places! After interpreting the 

king‘s dreams accurately, Joseph was released from prison and promoted to the second 

highest position in Egypt, at the age of 30 (41:46).  

He was also assigned the huge task of saving the nation of Egypt and the surrounding 

world from the famine that was about to break out (41:37-40). Joseph handled the task 

to perfection (41:56-57). In the process, he was used by God to bring restoration to his 

family and to also save the nation of Israel.  

 

Joseph's status had changed once again from being 'favorite son' to 'favorite slave', to 

favorite Executive', to 'favorite prisoner', to now being 'favorite Diplomat'!  

 

CONCLUSION - Where did Joseph acquire the skills needed for this massive 

operation? It was during the 13 years he spent in Potiphar‘s house and in prison, as he 

faced the afflictions of being rejected, falsely accused and being forgotten. As he 

mentioned to his brothers in Genesis 50:20,  

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is 

now being done, the saving of many lives”.  
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God can do the same for you and for me and truly make us fruitful through our 

afflictions! 

Some of you may have been forgotten by people you have cherished for many years 

I don‘t know why it happens so regularly to us.  You may keep a friend for very long 

then they get this job that makes them ―forget you‖….  Conveniently 

I have heard it also among single people that as some of their friends forget them as 

soon as they start dating.  And worse still, when they get married, they no longer even 

want to associate with them 

Some of you remember how you helped a friend even write a CV or a business 

proposal.  But when they got the job or the business, they soon forgot you. 

We overcome this wall by remembering that our God will Never leave us nor forsake 

us.  He is a faithful God. 

PRAY FOR 

- People who have been rejected for one reason or another.  Come to the foot of 

the cross where there is healing 

- People who have been falsely accused and no matter how hard you try to 

exonerate yourself, there is no hope.  Bring the issues of false accusation the Lord 

and be ready to forgive the people.  Let go the pain and the burden. 

- There are some people who have been unceremoniously forgotten by their 

friends and loved ones.  Is it possible to be freed from the pain and bitterness this 

morning?  And the answer is YES.   

- Finally, I want  to pray for people who are at the risk of being rejected by God 

because you have no relationship with him.  I want to invite you to come to him 

this morning in total surrender to him and he will restore you back to himself. 

   

 

 


