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SERIES: FACEOFF 
 

RECAP 

Week I &2 

Two weeks ago, we kicked off our series by underscoring the need to FACEOFF with 

our issues in 2015 so we can have a fresh start in 2016.  I pray and hope that we are all 

prepared to do that this season.  The Key lessons in this FACEOFF series is found in the 

acronym FACE namely 

The first 4 letters stand for: 

FAILURE -  Past Failure 

ATTITUDE – Grudges  with people  

CHARACTER -  Resolve to say NO to Sin and Transgressions 

EXIT STRATEGY -  Future Plans -  Repentance; Surrender; reboot; return to God 

  

We continue with the series and today I bring to you the 3rd  aspect of our commitment 

to FACEOFF…..  which is…. 

III CHARACTER 

 

INTRODUCTION 
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Have you ever eavesdropped into a conversation by strangers may be in a Matatu or in 

a social forum?   I know we all do. We do eavesdropping alot because some people are 

just too loud or should I say don’t know how to whisper!  But the 2nd question is the one 

I’m interested in.   

Have you ever sat next to some strangers who happen to be talking about someone and 

without even mentioning the name, you are pretty sure who they are talking about?  

That has happened to you?  Has happened to me a lot. 

In most cases, such situations seem to describe a negative aspect of the person they are 

talking about. 

Friends, a name is so important.   

In some cases, it is everything.  Your name is more than just what’s written on your ID 

or other important personal documents.   

Your name may be all you have.  It is something worth spending time working 

on.  I want to propose to you today that… 

Your name is a description of your character.   

It’s because of this that I want to share with us on a subject 

entitled,  

BUILDING A GOOD NAME aka CHARACTER 
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I  A BIBLICAL EXAMPLE OF A GOOD NAME - BARNABAS 

There is a short verse in the Bible that gives an example of  man who had a good name.  

His character was commendable..  His name is Barnabas. Listen to this: 

Acts 11:24 

24 He [Barnabas] was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great 

number of people were brought to the Lord.   Acts 11:24 

How would you like to have people think that way about you? How would you like to 

have a reputation, recorded for posterity in the history of planet earth, as a good 

person? This was Barnabas’ reputation. This was how people thought of him behind his 

back.   He had a good name….His CHARACTER was unquestionable. 

 

It has been suggested that Barnabas was a man whose public show and private life were 

consistent. He wasn’t a person with a public persona that was different from the way he 

behaved in private.  

His character and reputation was totally in sync.  It is a fact that name and character 

should go together.  What do I mean? 

You see, in real life, reputation and character for most people, is not one and 

the same thing. WHY? 

Character vs Reputation 
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Character has been described as what God knows I am; my reputation is what 

other people think I am.  

For Barnabas it appears that both sides of the personality coin were the same. What 

you saw was what you got and people liked what they got. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have people reflect on your life and mine the way the early 

church did about Barnabas.  

He was a good man….. He had a good name 

You see, long before children are born, parents go thru a process of choosing a “good 

name” for their kids.  And the question is: what makes a good name?  What is in a good 

name?  

It was Jesus in Matthew 7:16 who said that you can tell the type of a tree by looking at 

the fruit that hangs on its branches. Good trees don’t produce bad fruit and bad trees 

cannot produce good fruit. Therefore the person who is full of the Holy Spirit is 

someone on whom, or about whom is found the fruit of the spirit. To be spirit filled is 

to evidence Holy Spirit fruit in our life.   

So, do you want a good name? 

IF YOU WANT A GOOD NAME…..  THEN KNOW THAT …. 

 

II  A GOOD NAME IS A PERSONAL CHOICE 

Look at Prov 22:1 NKJV 
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A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor rather than 

silver and gold. NKJV 

In the NIV, it says “a good name is more desirable (same thing as chosen in 

NKJV) 

 

Now the Bible tells us that if you want a good name/reputation, you MUST CHOOSE 

IT.  It is something that we have to make a choice about.  It does not happen by chance 

or by birth. NO. 

Vs  1 a A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,…… 

Your name has a reputation attached to it & that reputation has been established 

because of words / actions / decisions / behaviour & attitude in times past.   

I pity those whose names already mean bad things:  Drunkard; Thief; Pombe;  Mashetani, 

etc.  By the way, I should be very careful because the President of TZ is called POMBE!   

Thankfully, in spite of the meaning of your name, you can choose to have a good name 

based on your character.    

Sometimes,  we’re stuck not just because of the BAD name we inherited 

from our parents.  NO. 

It may be because we’ve chosen to have a name not having in mind the DESTINY we 

may lose by doing so… 

Some teenagers chose bad company instead of a good name 
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Some young adults end up with so much pain and baggage because they are busy climbing the 

ladder of success in the corporate world at all costs.  Tragedy is this:  One day, they will reach 

middle age only to realize that the ladder was all along leaning on a wrong wall.  The descent 

will be very rough 

Some people have chosen riches over a good name and yet the Bible has recommended that a 

good name is better than riches. 

 

HOW DO WE MAKE A GOOD NAME? 

It’s like building a good character.  How do we do that? 

HOW?   

-It’s a product of consistent righteous behavior.  It is not a hit and run kind of 

a game.  You must remain consistent.  Do what you said you will do and 

repeat it over and over again! 

WHY DO WE NEED A GOOD NAME  AFTER ALL?   

i. A GOOD NAME WILL OPEN DOORS FOR YOU 

HERE ON EARTH  

 
You see, just like CVs/Resumes do, a good name will open some doors here 

on earth for you.   
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Ecclesiastes 7:1  

A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better than the 

day of birth. 

 

A good name is that good!  Better than fine perfume [and all the ladies said, AMEN]  And 

for some of you, it is NOT even your name but rather, your parents’ or Grandparents’ 

name that has been opening doors for you.  They worked so hard to attain that 

reputation & character and you’re the beneficiary.   

If that’s the case, please take time to build your own name for your children’s children.   

What you may not realize is that after about 3-4 Generations, people will have long 

forgotten how important your great grand father was for them to think you have a good 

heritage.  Build yours now.  Let your own name OPEN DOORS for you here on earth.   

Do you think your name is good enough to open some meaningful doors for you? 

Is your character solid enough?  Are you consistent? 

ILLUS:  When I was in FORM TWO, I changed my name to LUKE DEJACKS!  I realized that 

my kawaida name, Luke Jaoko, was not helping me whenever we went for outings in High 

school.  I was not good in sports, debating club, drama, etc.  In short, I was not famous or 

popular.  I needed help to make friends or at east to attract some.  So, name change was the 

only short cut option. 

But secondly,  



Luke Jaoko @ NCWW on 24th Jan 2016   CHARACTER -  FACEOFF SERIES               Page 8 of 17 

  

II   A GOOD NAME WILL GIVE YOU THINGS MONEY 

CANNOT BUY  

 
See Prov 22:1b: 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor rather than 

silver and gold. 

When you have a good name and you are not materially rich, don’t worry.  You have 

what money cannot buy. One day, your good name will take you places you would not 

have imagined.  When everything is ripped away and all you have is your character, the 

question is, can it hold water?  Is your character solid enough that it can stand the test 

of material things? 

Are you only as significant as the things you own or do? Can people still count you as 

important when all is stripped away? 

ILLUS:  A former Permanent Secretary was quoted in the media having said that when he was 

in office, his phone was always busy with calls from “friends”. But as soon as he was relieved of 

his duties, he wondered what happened to his phone.  It hardly rang.   

Remember the Example of Joseph? – He found himself as the PM of Egypt  - just because 

of a good name.  Your character will give you more valuable things than silver or gold -  

That’s from God’s word.   

III  ONE DAY, A GOOD NAME WILL OPEN THE HEAVENS’ DOORS FOR 

YOU!   

The Bible says that when we become believers, God writes our name in the Book of 

Life  



Luke Jaoko @ NCWW on 24th Jan 2016   CHARACTER -  FACEOFF SERIES               Page 9 of 17 

  

Do not trade it off with cheap fame or popularity of the moment. 

Friends, whether you are young or old, don’t ponder at the pool of 

popularity OR meander in maze of mediocrity while here on earth.  There is 

something after this life and we had better be getting ready for it! 

Build your character having in mind what’s is to come. 

But having said all these nice things about building a good name and character, I have to 

admit to you today that we have an enemy that tries to rob us of our name and 

character. 

And today I want to name and shame this enemy so we can FACEOFF with it. 

The enemy of our character and good name is SIN 

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m conscious of the fact that you may have struggled with sin and 

temptation the whole of 2015.  And for some reason, 2016 is not any different.   

THE MOST IMPORTANT RESOLUTION 

The most important FACEOFF I’d like you to commit to right now is the RESOLVE TO 

SAY NO TO SIN AND ANY FORM OF TRANSGRESSION. 

This is why…. 

1.  WE ARE ECPECTED TO SIN 

The Bible clearly states that we sin because we were born sinners due to the original sin 

of disobedience that Adam and Eve initiated.  We are therefore born wired to sin.  So if 



Luke Jaoko @ NCWW on 24th Jan 2016   CHARACTER -  FACEOFF SERIES               Page 10 of 17 

  

and when we sin, we are expected to sin anyways.  This is more so if you are not yet a 

believer.   

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).   

The 1st sin brought upon us the PENALTY OF SIN 

Rom 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Humanists try to reason out that man is getting better because of scientific innovations 

and civilization. That is not true.  Do you believe that the more educated you are, the 

less propensity to sin you become?  NOT ALL. 

We all have the problem of what theologians call, ORIGINAL SIN.  It is with us from 

birth.  That’s why there is no one righteous except for the grace of God.  We are all 

EXPECTED TO SIN and the penalty of this sin is spiritual death – separation from God.   

ILLUS:  Mangoes are mangoes even if they are not in season.  When the right season comes, 

they will produce mango fruits. 

Likewise, you and I are born with the potential to sin.  It is in your DNA. 

So don’t wonder how comes you’re sinning.  Your character is a direct result of your 

sinful nature – ORIGINAL SIN 

2.  WE HAVE AN ESCAPE ROUTE FROM SIN 

You see the Bible says that sin came to destroy of fellowship with God both here on 

earth and for eternity. 
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But I’m here to announce that you and I can ESCAPE from sin of whatever nature. 

When Jesus came to rescue us from sin, there are three stages of this process that I’d 

like to clarify today: 

Stage 1:  Jesus came to rescue us from the PENALTY OF SIN  

The penalty of sin was and still is DEATH.  And sin kills our character in all ways 

imaginable.    

But thanks be to God that by his grace, the penalty of sin is no longer charged against 

us.  Jesus paid the price.  So no longer need to face the consequences of sin any more. 

 

ILLUST:  VIDEO OF GOALKEEPER HIT BY BALL 5 TIMES 

Like that  Goalkeeper who took the pain for the whole team, we too have one who 

took our place and died our death. 

So we can escape from the penalty of sin by accepting Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  

There is a fountain flowing with blood from Emmanuel’s vein that can cleanse us from 

the original sin.  This is in the PAST.  He did it once and for all 

But that’s not all,   

Stage 2:  Jesus came to rescue us from the POWER OF SIN 

The 2nd stage is in the present tense.  Jesus came to rescue us from the power of sin. 

This is mainly for those who are already saved.  Though saved, we still gert caught up in 

all sort of sins -  big or small 
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-  There are sins of addiction 

- There are sins committed in secret and according to you, no one else knows 

except God.   

- There are sins of family of origin – things that you have acquired by being 

associated with your family.  And these have sort of formed who you are – your 

character is partly guided by that. 

Brothers and sisters, we no one should be controlled by their sinful nature again after 

they have surrendered to God 

Listen to this: 

Rom 6:1-12 

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 

We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that 

all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have 

been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body 

ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin — 7 because 

anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that 

we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot 
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die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for 

all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you 

obey its evil desires. 

The greatest challenge we have is that though saved, we are still living in this world and 

in the presence of sin.  As a result, we get caught up in so many kinds of sin. 

 

And yet, the Bible says that we MUST NOT BE SLAVES TO SIN. 

We have an escape route from sin by the blood of the Lamb 

Some of us may have gone thru 2015 trapped in so many forms of sin and coming into 

2016 you feel wounded and desperate.   

I want to announce that sin cannot and should trap you any longer 

You have a great opportunity to ESCAPE from the sins of 2015 

Today is the day of the great escape 

The turning point in your character is right here! 

Listen the Psalmist in Ps 124:7 

We have escaped like a bird from the fowler's snare; the snare has been broken, and we have 

escaped. 

Yes your character may have been soiled by sinful acts in 2015 
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Yes you may not even feel like lifting holy hands  during worship because of what you 

went thru or due to bad choices that  led you to sin. 

Listen; there is a great ESCAPE by the blood of the lamb 

Some sins may have held you captive and even almost wrecked your faith. 

You felt cornered and cooked 

But WATCH THIS….. you may identify with it [VIDEO ABOUT 

ANTELOPE/CHEETAH/HYENA] 

There is a great chance for escape from the snare of sin this morning 

I can see man and women breaking forth from the bondages of sins that may have 

endangered your character and faith 

But here is what you need to do: 

CONFESS your sins so that you may be delivered from those bondages 

Quote: 

If you don’t die to sin,  

You shall die for sin 

If you don’t slay sin, 

Sin will slay you [C H SPURGEON] 

 

Brothers and sisters, one way of slaying sin is to confess it 

You see,  
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confession is bad for reputation but good for the soul 

I’d rather have a freed soul than be caged in sin while I enjoy good reputation. 

Remember: Character is what God knows I am but reputation is what people think I 

am. 

Which one would you rather? 

ILLUST:  After the American civil war, slaves were freed.  But historians record that 

some slaves chose to remain with their masters as freed slaves. So they were freed and 

yet not free. 

If you choose not to confess your sins, you are like a freed slave choosing to remain 

with the master yet you have the option of being completely free. 

Do you want to be freed?  Do want to escape from the power of sin? 

Come, confess, be freed! 

Some of us are caught up in some besetting sins.   

What are besetting sins? 

These are particulars sins that a particular Christian is prone to doing time and time 

again. For most of us when we are saved we give up certain sins easily but there are 

other things that we know are wrong that we really battle with. Those are our besetting 

sins. Many of us end up choosing to give in to our besetting sins and end up living double 

lives.  And we don’t like it.  We did it in 2015 and we hate it. 
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APPLY 

I have to ask you -  is your spiritual life crippled because you have learned to live with a 

besetting sin? 

Do you have a quick temper that you constantly give in to? 

Or a sharp tongue that loves to murder other people’s characters or wound their 

feelings?  

Have you learned to live with that critical judgmental attitude you know is wrong?  

Is there a sexual sin that you keep on giving in to? 

Have you been going too far with your boyfriend or girl friend? 

Have you been secretly logging on to pornographic sites? 

God here in his word challenges you to turn your back on that sin whatever it is. To 

stop letting it control the way you live. To stop giving in to it. He wants you to stop 

obeying your old master. 

Let’s be clear about this: Jesus death broke the power of sin, the Holy Spirit can 

give us the power to resist sin and all of that means that you don’t have to go into 2016 

still being defeated by the same old sin.  

You can claim  victory over it. God says you are no longer a slave to sin so don’t live 

like one or act like one. 

Come let us RETURN to the Lord in full devotion and he will come down in his mercy 

and grace and he will forgive and restore us 
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Our character will shaped again according to his will 

Don’t miss that opportunity 

Stage 3:  He came to rescue us from the PRESENCE OF SIN.  This is the final stage of 

our salvation.  He will call us home into the new Jerusalem where there will be no more 

sin.  Halleluyah! 

CONCLUSION 

But I know how hard it is to build and maintain a good name or reputation.  

May be you started well with a good name.  May be you inherited a good 

name and reputation from your parents or great grand parents  but you’ve 

since destroyed it with reckless living.  May be you had a good name then 

you got married  and that was the end of your good name.  Whatever the 

situation, there is HOPE.  

May be you started off well in your faith and somewhere along the way, you 

stumbled 

I want to challenge you to come back to God who is ready to give you a 

second chance 

Perhaps you are here and you’ve never given your life to Jesus. I want to 

invite you to ask Jesus to forgive you of the original sin and save you from the 

penalty of sin so that you can escape the death penalty 

Come to Jesus today   


